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Core Brief – August 2015
If you have feedback or questions on any of the items in this month’s Members Core Brief, please phone Lauren Fellingham, Communications Officer, on (01823) 359176 or email lfellingham@somerset.gov.uk.

Message from the Chief Executive and the Senior Leadership Team 
Devolution – Cllr John Osman recently held initial talks with authorities from across the South West to gauge the appetite for a potential formal devolution bid. Leaders from more than 30 authorities came and discussed a range of options, and it is clear that many of our neighbouring councils are well advanced with talks with government. A letter has gone from Cllr Osman to Somerset’s district councils to set up a further meeting to plan a way forward for the county. Top of the list amongst the discussions was devolving skills funding, which could help in the planning of jobs training and therefore help more people find good jobs, and a proposal for devolved powers around transport. More will come out over the next weeks and months and we’ll keep you informed.

Children’s services – Following the announcement in May about the major investment in children’s services, an external company has been hired to carry out a recruitment campaign to initially employ 50 permanent workers by April 2016. This contract is largely run on a payment by results basis, which will give them real impetus to deliver what is needed. We will also be asking them to look at other services where we struggle to recruit people, such as social workers in adults and various engineering roles in economy and community infrastructure. The company will also be looking to design a brand that can be used across the Council and hopefully other parts of the public sector too. 
Information
Internet Explorer update - In order to support new software and give staff and members access to many websites  all County Council laptops will be upgraded to Internet Explorer 11.  This change will also require Adobe Reader to be upgraded. Both upgrades will be installed remotely from Monday 7 September and should normally take up to 30 minutes. For elected members with SCC laptops this can be done when you are working from home and connected to the Council’s network but the time taken will depend on your broadband speed. User guidance for the upgrades will be circulated in early September. For more information, please contact Keith Wiggins or Mike Bryant in Community Governance on 01823 357628. 

New Members Portal – A new Members Portal has been developed which can be accessed from anywhere that has an internet connection. The new Portal is maintained by the Community Governance Team and provides a range of essential information for members about future meetings / decisions and resources for members to support them in their local county councillor role. The added advantage of the new Portal compared to the current solution, is that it provides each member with the ability to access a wide range of learning opportunities at their own pace and at a time that is convenient for them. The new Portal can be accessed at http://somerset.learningpool.com and each Member will be receiving their individual log-in and details of how to access it.
New direction for Somerset Skills and Learning – Somerset Skills and Learning became an independent Community Interest Company on 1 August and is therefore no longer part of Somerset County Council. It will remain business as usual for customers, and it is hoped that they will be better placed to adapt to change in future. They will continue to promote their vision, mission and values to improved outcomes for learners. We wish them all the very best in their new venture. For more information on courses, visit www.sslcic.co.uk. 
New Member Information Sheets
Please find below a list of the Member Information Sheets that have been published in the last month:

· TBA
All Information Sheets can be viewed at http://change.somerset.gov.uk/home/what/members/infosheets/. For more information, email Katherine Dunn at kydunn@somerset.gov.uk
Briefings

A fortnightly update is produced for council managers on policy developments in the public sector. These briefings highlight the latest thinking, guidance and legislation on issues that affect Somerset County Council.
	Policy Coordination update
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	Previous updates are available on the council’s intranet pages.


September 2015 meetings

(All meetings to be held at County Hall, Taunton unless otherwise specified)

	Date
	Committee/Board/Panel
	Time

	01/09/2015
	Scrutiny for Policies and Place Committee
	14:00

	03/09/2015
	Regulation Committee
	14:00

	04/09/2015
	Scrutiny for Policies, Children and Families
	10:00

	14/09/2015
	Cabinet
	10:00

	14/09/2015
	HR Policy Committee
	14:00

	17/09/2015
	Pensions Committee
	14:30

	18/09/2015
	Pensions Committee
	10:00

	22/09/2015
	Somerset Pensions Board
	10:00

	23/09/2015
	Scrutiny for Policies, Adults and Health
	10:00

	24/09/2015
	Audit Committee
	10:00

	24/09/2015
	Somerset Health and Wellbeing Board
	10:00

	25/09/2015
	Somerset Waste Board
	10:00

	29/09/2015
	Scrutiny for Policies and Place Committee
	10:00


� Delete this article as not many members have access to intranet and we encourage them to report direct to ICT helpdesk any problems they have.
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Somerset County Council Policy Coordination
A fortnightly update on developments in national policy

This issue contains:
e Policy update (arranged by County Plan theme)
Think tank update
Consultations of interest
Events
In-house briefings
Opportunity to send feedback

Previous fortnightly updates, all upcoming events, all active government consultations
and policy news are now available on our new Policy Coordination intranet pages.

Policy update

A safer and healthier place

Guidance: Monitoring the Mental Health Act: 2013 to 2014
Published | 5 February 2015

This is the fifth annual report by the Care Quality Commission on Government
monitoring of the 1983 Mental Health Act.

Louise Casey’s report into child protection at Rotherham council
Published | 4 February 2015

This is the report of an inspection carried out by Louise Casey at the request of the
Secretary of State Eric Pickles.

It examined how the council exercised its functions relating to governance, children
and young people, and taxi/private hire licensing.

Flooding in England: lead government department plan
Published | 30 January 2015

Updated to reflect the lessons learned from the winter floods 2013/14, this policy
paper sets out Defra’s role in planning for and responding to flooding emergencies,
and will help others design their own response.

Research and analysis: The Global Calculator
Published | 28 January 2015

The Global Calculator is an open-source model of the world’s energy, land and food
systems. It can be used to model versions of the future up to 2050 to see the
implications for the climate.

pol-i-cy /'palesé/
A principle or rule to guide decisions and achieve rational outcomes, a policy is a
statement of intent, and it is implemented through a procedure or protocol.



http://intranet.somerset.gov.uk/planning-and-performance/policy-coordination2/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monitoring-the-mental-health-act-2013-to-2014

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-of-inspection-of-rotherham-metropolitan-borough-council

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flooding-in-england-lead-government-department-plan

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-global-calculator



Integrated health and social care programme expanded
Published | 28 January 2015

The programme to promote innovative ways of joining up health and social care has
been extended to 11 new areas.

New tool models youth smoking variation across England
Published | 27 January 2015

These newly released figures estimate smoking rates among young people in local
areas for the first time. The data will help local organisations to respond to high levels
of smoking within their areas and is available on the PHE Local Health website .

Everyone has an equal opportunity to learn, work and enjoy where
they live

Research and analysis: Workload challenge: analysis of teacher responses
Published | 6 February 2015

This research looks into teachers’ opinions about the main causes of unnecessary
workload in schools and their suggested solutions.

Independent review into the local authority role in housing supply
Published | 27 January 2015

This review led by Natalie Elphicke and Keith House has published its final report into
the role of local authorities in delivering housing. The government’s initial response is
also available, welcoming the report and accepting its core recommendations.

Research and analysis: Improving functional skills qualifications
Published | 27 January 2015

Report on functional skills in English and maths setting out improvements to be made
by the summer to make them more reliable and valid.

A thriving local economy, attracting jobs and investment

Research and analysis: Small Business Survey 2012: further analysis
Published | 28 January 2015

This further analysis of the 2012 Small Business Survey data includes internet use,
leadership teams, work in the public sector and social enterprises.

Where people and communities have good quality services they
need

Policy paper: Heat map for the local government finance settlement 2015/16
Published | 3 February 2015

This map shows the area spending power per dwelling in 2015 to 2016.

pol-i-cy /'palesé/
A principle or rule to guide decisions and achieve rational outcomes, a policy is a
statement of intent, and it is implemented through a procedure or protocol.



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/integrated-health-and-social-care-programme-expanded

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-tool-models-youth-smoking-variation-across-england

http://localhealth.org.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/workload-challenge-analysis-of-teacher-responses

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-into-the-local-authority-role-in-housing-supply

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-initial-response-to-the-elphicke-house-report

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-initial-response-to-the-elphicke-house-report

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-functional-skills-qualifications

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/small-business-survey-2012-further-analysis

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heat-map-for-the-final-local-government-finance-settlement-2015-to-2016



Think tank update

Does money in adulthood affect adult outcomes?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation | 25 January 2015

There is ample evidence that adults with lower incomes tend to have worse outcomes
including worse health, lower life expectancy and lower subjective wellbeing than
individuals on higher incomes.

But is money in adulthood itself important? Or are these relationships driven by other
factors?

This study reviews the evidence, focusing on research testing the relationship
between money and outcomes in adulthood.

Improving young people’s health and wellbeing: a framework for public health
Association for Young People’s Health / Public Health England | January 2015

This framework has been developed to enable local areas to better deliver public
health for young people.

It poses questions for councillors, health and wellbeing boards, commissioners,
providers and education and learning settings to help them support young people to
be healthy and to improve outcomes for young people.

Consultations of interest

The following new government consultations may be of interest. Consultations on
previous issues that are still open can be viewed on our intranet page.
The full list of government consultations is available on the gov.uk website.

Partnership arrangements between NHS bodies and local authorities
Consultation closes | 11:45pm 8 March 2015

This consultation seeks views on bringing NHS England’s primary medical care
functions into local authorities and health bodies’ partnership arrangements.

These proposed amendments to the NHS Bodies and Local Authorities Partnership
Arrangements Regulations 2000 aim to provide more flexibility around pooled budgets
and more joined-up planning and commissioning.

pol-i-cy /'palesé/
A principle or rule to guide decisions and achieve rational outcomes, a policy is a
statement of intent, and it is implemented through a procedure or protocol.



http://josephrowntreefoundation.cmail2.com/t/y-l-ihjjykl-yukrkhuydr-k/

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/399391/20150128_YP_HW_Framework_FINAL_WP__3_.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5278338_HWBB+2015-02-09&dm_i=21A8,354SI,HFZGE3,BAEVF,1

http://intranet.somerset.gov.uk/planning-and-performance/policy-coordination2/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=open-consultations&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=all&official_document_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=&to_date=&commit=Refresh+results

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/partnership-arrangements-between-nhs-bodies-and-local-authorities



Events

New events are listed below, and our intranet page contains a full list of future events.

Further devolution: the business view
19 February 2015 | Manchester

Next steps for Local Government: finance, policy priorities and supporting
economic growth
24 February 2015 | London

Social policy and ineguality
25 February 2015 | London

The devolution revolution - does the General Election matter for local
government?
25 February 2015 | London

Rural health and wellbeing
3 March 2015 | Manchester

Housing policy seminar
4 March 2015 | Manchester

Evidence in Public Health
10 March 2015 | Manchester

In-house briefings

Have you written any briefing papers that could be usefully shared? We are building a
library on our intranet page to share briefings, increase knowledge and avoid
duplication. Contact us on the address below to talk about making a submission.

Feedback

Send your comments, suggestions or thoughts to
planningandperformance@somerset.gov.uk

pol-i-cy /'palesé/
A principle or rule to guide decisions and achieve rational outcomes, a policy is a
statement of intent, and it is implemented through a procedure or protocol.



http://intranet.somerset.gov.uk/planning-and-performance/policy-coordination2/

http://www.ippr.org/events/37

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/event.php?eid=831

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/forums/event.php?eid=831

http://www.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2015/02/20150225t1830vCLM202.aspx

https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=12057&eventID=44&eventID=44

https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=12057&eventID=44&eventID=44

http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/area-forums-seminars/seminar-programme-2014-2015

http://www.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2015/03/20150304t1830vCLM402.aspx

https://lgaevents.local.gov.uk/lga/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=10909&eventID=40&eventID=40

mailto:planningandperformance@somerset.gov.uk




