[image: image1.jpg]e ———
SOMERSET

WWW.SOMERSET.GOV.UK

County Council
—






[image: image2.jpg]


Information

for County Councillors

	From:
	Julia Ridge, Head of Service Vulnerable Learners



	Date: 
	12/05/16


	To: 
	All County Councillors



An Overview of the new Inspection Framework for Local Area SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) 
Introduction
Somerset’s Area Inspection of SEND could happen any time (during term time) from now. This is a joint inspection by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and Ofsted, covering the education, health and care of children with SEN and/ or disabilities. The  inspection framework tests the local area’s response to individual needs by assessing how well it helps all children and young people who have special educational needs and/or disabilities and how the impact of the work by the local area supports better outcomes for children and young people.

In order to do this, inspectors will examine evidence on how needs are identified, the provision made to meet those needs and the outcomes of all children and young people from 0 to 25 with SEND.  The inspection will be conducted over five days, by three inspectors. The inspectors will be based at County Hall, but will also travel around the county visiting early years, schools and colleges. A team of staff have been assigned to prepare for and manage the Ofsted Inspection.  The Local Area Nominated Officer for inspection is Virginia Roberts VZRoberts@somerset.gov.uk
Before the Inspection
Before the inspection, the Ofsted and CQC inspection team will have considered a range of published information, for example the Local Offer, the Joint Strategic Needs Analysis (JSNA), schools’ websites, and published data. 

The Council will receive five days’ notice of the inspection – the call could be received any day of the week, between 9 and 10am. Once the Lead Inspector has spoken to the Director of Children’s Services, the Managing Director of the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) will also receive a call.

The lead inspector will ask for a list of all children and young people who are being considered for, or assessed for, or who have an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP). The team will consider this list and select a number of children whose files they will want to access. The local authority, health and other partners’ who hold records for a child will all be required to provide access to files. The lead officer will be asked to make arrangements for the team to meet parents, carers and children and young people. 

During the Inspection
The inspectors will decide who they want to see and where they want to go during their five days in Somerset. Some of these meetings will be timetabled in advance, for instance, a meeting with key stakeholders on the first day of the inspection.

However, inspectors may decide to visit a setting or meet certain people to follow up any key lines of enquiry that emerge throughout the inspection, for instance tracking the ‘journey’ of a particular child from their case records. 
The lead inspector will meet regularly throughout the week with the DCS and Managing Director CCG to: 

· provide an update on emerging issues, including to ask for further evidence 

· allow the local area to raise concerns, including those related to the conduct of the inspection or of individual inspectors

· alert the local area to any serious concerns

The inspection concludes with a final feedback meeting which is likely to include lead members and senior officers / representatives of the local area. The attendees at this feedback meeting will be agreed between the lead inspector and the local area nominated officer.

After the Inspection

Ofsted and CQC will publish an inspection report in the form of an inspection letter. This will be addressed to the local authority and sent to the chief executive of the CCG. This will outline the evidence that inspectors reviewed and provide a summary of key findings including strengths and areas requiring further development. In addition, reports may also include areas of significant concern that may, subject to determination by Ofsted, require a written statement to be submitted to identify how concerns will be remedied.
For detailed information about the inspection 

See the inspection framework and inspectors’ handbook at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-send-inspection-framework
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Virginia Roberts
Email: vzroberts@somerset.gov.uk
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