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Volunteering in Somerset
The purpose of this briefing is to:

· Give you an understanding of the Somerset Volunteer Service and volunteer opportunities at Somerset County Council (SCC)
· Provide an overview of broader volunteering opportunities out in the community

· Please help us spread the word within your local community of the volunteering opportunities available
Volunteer Service Contract

The new Somerset Volunteer Service commissioned by Somerset County Council, until March 2019, is managed by CSW You Can Do part of CSW Group Ltd.  
The Volunteer Service supports SCC in promoting and recruiting volunteers across a range of services including Children’s Services, Adult Social Care, Transporting Somerset Volunteer Drivers, Summer Reading Challenge in Libraries and supports the co-ordination of the Somerset Active Living network.  
More information on CSW You Can Do can be found in the attached leaflet. 

Or via CSW You Can Do - https://cswyoucando.co.uk/ 

Somerset Volunteer Service - https://www.somersetvolunteer.co.uk/  
Other Somerset County Council opportunities directly managed by services, including in our Youth Offending Team, School Governors, Duke of Edinburgh, Rights of Way, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Public Health are listed on www.somerset.gov.uk/volunteer 

Volunteering in the community
Broader volunteering opportunities across Somerset can also be viewed on the national volunteer database: https://do-it.org/ 

Local voluntary sector infrastructure organisations such as Engage and Spark help support voluntary organisations and community groups, including help to apply for funding, finding volunteers, training and encourage networking across the sector.  In recent years, the County Council has worked with voluntary organisations to promote volunteering as part of national events such as Volunteers’ Week (1st to 7 June) and Trustees’ Week (beginning of November).

Engage

· For Taunton - tauntonvolunteers@engagews.org.uk  07958 132882 

· For West Somerset - volunteercentre@engagews.org.uk  01643 707123

Spark

· For South Somerset, Mendip and Sedgemoor volunteer@sparksomerset.org.uk 01935 475914

Staff Volunteer Policy

We have a staff volunteering framework, that offers two days of paid time (and up to five days if agreed with line manager) for colleagues to help out and so keen to explore opportunities which may be suitable for our staff  to gain different skills, experiences and building team relationships. 
Our ask of Councillors 

We would be grateful if you could assist us in promoting SCC volunteer roles and signposting to broader opportunities / support available in the community. This could be through talking directly to residents within your community, retweeting SCC volunteering (@SomersetCouncil) or CSW Somerset You Can Do (@YoucanDoService) on Twitter or sharing volunteering related posts on Facebook.  
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Chris Phillips
Email: communities@somerset.gov.uk 
Tel No: 01823 359243
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