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Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017
jkll
This information sheet provides a summary of the Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017, an overview of the childcare market in Somerset which is to be published by the 1st of September 2017.  The Childcare Act (2006) requires Local Authorities in England to ensure a sufficiency of childcare for working parents, parents studying or training, and for disabled children.  Local Authorities have a ‘market management’ function, shaping the development of childcare by supporting the sector. 
The Childcare Act (2016) extends the current entitlement (15 hours a week for 38 weeks or 570 hours a year for eligible 2 year olds and all 3 and 4 year olds) to an additional 570 hours a year for 3 and 4 year olds in eligible working families, from September 2017 (30 hours).  LAs have a duty to secure funded childcare places for qualifying children, but not to provide places themselves. This supply is provided by the private, voluntary and independent sector. 
Somerset – area context 
Somerset has a population of around 545,000 of which 5% are aged 0-4.  The population is expected to increase to around 623,600 over the next 25 years with the under-16 population expected to increase by 9%, the majority of this increase in the next 10 years.
There has been a considerable amount of new housing across Somerset over the last five years.  Growth in the urban areas of Bridgwater, Taunton and Yeovil has been particularly high where around 20,000 new homes are expected in the next 10-15 years.  

Overall, Somerset is less deprived than the country as a whole; however, the county is slightly more deprived than it was in 2010, particularly in relation to housing quality.  The number of ‘highly deprived’ neighbourhoods (the 30% most deprived in the country) increased from 14 in 2010 to 25 in 2015.  In these areas, in general, a greater proportion of two year olds are likely to be eligible for funded childcare.  
Early Years and childcare providers
In Somerset, as at 04 July 2017, there were 332 childminders and 316 group childcare settings, a total of 648 settings offering 11023 (0-4YO) places (a slight reduction from the spring 17 figures used in the calculations below).  The number of childminders has been decreasing since 2011, reflecting the national trend.  A significant number of schools and academies have either opened nurseries or taken over the management of a previously private or voluntary group.  All group childcare providers, and around half of childminders, offer funded childcare places.  

In Somerset, as at 04 July 2017, 94.5% of providers that have an Ofsted grade were rated Good or Outstanding.  This is up from 85.4% of providers in April 2016.  The proportion of Good and Outstanding settings in Somerset is just slightly below that of the south-west as a whole (95.1%) and above that of England (92.7%).
The extended entitlement (30 hours) 

The majority of providers in Somerset will be offering the extended entitlement; approximately 84% of all funded provision. This provides a total of 5315 places for children to access the extended entitlement from September 2017. Somerset has over 1800 successful applications for the extended entitlement so far (exact figure is embargoed by the DFE). 
Sufficiency of childcare places
Based on national usage rates, the current demand and supply of places for the whole county (spring 2017) is: 

	
	Places required
	Places available  
	Sufficiency

	Childminders
	1770
	1201
	Insufficient

	Group 0-2YO
	2957
	3308
	Sufficient

	Group 3-4YO PAID
	3397
	5893
	Sufficient

	Group 3-4YO EYE
	7493 / 9504 / 11522*
	11460
	Sufficient/sufficient/insufficient

	Migration

	211 into county


*Autumn / spring / summer terms

The picture across the county skews differences between regions and between urban and rural areas.  Sedgemoor has a number of towns with an insufficient number of group childcare places, including Bridgwater, Burnham-on-Sea and Cheddar.  Rural pockets of insufficiency can be found in West Somerset, for example in Watchet.  

The take-up of the universal entitlement by eligible two year olds in Somerset is above the national average, with 87% of the estimated number of eligible children taking up a place.  

The majority of parents find appropriate childcare for their children.  SSE (Support Services for Education) offers a brokerage service for those unable to find the care they require.  There appears to be a need for childcare for certain very specific requirements, for example, outside normal working hours and for older children with SEND.
The full document ‘Childcare in Somerset: Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2017’ will be published on the SCC website by 01 September 2017:
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/information-and-statistics/statistics/childcare-sufficiency-assessment/
	For more information please contact:
	Name: Julia Balmford
Email: JBalmford@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 01823 355828
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