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	To: 
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Somerset County Council: An overview of our planning responsibilities 

Local government in Somerset operates under a two tier system - county and district councils. As a County Council we are the Minerals & Waste Planning Authority for Somerset (with the exception of Exmoor National Park). The duties that we must carry out are undertaken by two separate teams.

Planning Policy Team:
What we do

The Planning Policy team is concerned with preparing and implementing plans that help us decide where and when minerals and waste development takes place. Our role goes beyond plan-making. Our focus is on land use and should not be confused with that of waste collection & disposal undertaken by Somerset Waste Partnership.
Accordingly, we prepare Minerals and Waste Local Plans for Somerset (excluding Exmoor National Park).

· These Local Plans have to be consistent with the national planning policies that are set out in the:

· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
· The National Planning Policies for Waste https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-for-waste
· Our Local Plans sit alongside Local Plans adopted by our district colleagues, and Neighbourhood Plans produced by community groups including parish councils and adopted by our district colleagues. 

· All of these Local Plans form part of the development plan system that the Government brought into effect in April 2012.
· Government advice also states that we have to prepare and review our Local Plans every 5 years.
Development Plan documents produced by SCC
With regard to minerals and waste, Somerset County Council must prepare a Local Plan which set the relevant planning policies for the local authority area. These Local Plans are very important when deciding planning applications and determining whether a proposed minerals or waste development should be allowed to go ahead. This is called planning permission.
The process of adopting a Local Plan is set out in primary legislation. This involves liaison with key stakeholders from minerals and waste industry, businesses, District Councils, communities and statutory agencies. Before a Local Plan can be adopted, an Independent Planning Inspector must look at the Local Plan. This examination is the last stage of the process for producing a Local Plan after which the Plan can be adopted. 
The Somerset Minerals Plan (Statutory document)

· Adopted in February 2015. 

· The Plan covers the period up to 2030.

· Contains strategic topics such as aggregates; peat; building stone; energy minerals – e.g. oil & gas extraction (including fracking); and safeguarding.

· Also contains Development Management policies, helping SCC to determine whether a proposed minerals development should be allowed to go ahead.

· Web link: http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/plans/somerset-minerals-plan/
The Somerset Waste Core Strategy (Statutory document)

· Adopted in February 2013.

· Plan period runs until 2028.

· Covers all waste types, not just household waste (eg commercial & industrial); low level radioactive waste treatment and storage.

· Contains development management policies, helping SCC to determine whether a proposed waste development should be granted planning permission.
· Web link: http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/policies/somerset-waste-core-strategy/
Other key documents 

· As required by legislation we also produce an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/policies/minerals-and-waste/ ; and a 
· Local Aggregates Assessment (LAA) http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/plans/somerset-minerals-plan/).
· Our evidence base which is organised into topic papers.
Our future work programme
· Our current / future work programme is set out in our Minerals and Waste Development Scheme. http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/policies/minerals-and-waste/
· The Planning Policy Team has begun work on a new Waste Local Plan which will replace the Somerset Waste Core Strategy. The Review is presently about updating our policies to reflect current government advice. It’s also taking account of new technologies. (http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/plans/somerset-waste-plan/)
· There are currently no proposals to review the adopted Somerset Minerals Plan.

Other Corporate work

· Currently involved in progressing garden town proposal within the SCC County Plan. http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/plans/county-plan/ 

· Partnership working with Somerset Local Authorities in developing the Somerset Growth Plan http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/plans/somerset-growth-plan/.
· Housing Infrastructure Fund: presently working with the LEP and local authority partners in developing a bid to fund various capital infrastructure projects in Somerset https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/housing-infrastructure-fund
· Somerset Strategic Housing Framework: currently working with Somerset District Councils and partners to review the housing priorities and actions across Somerset for the next five years. http://www.somerset.gov.uk/policies-and-plans/strategies/somerset-strategic-housing-framework/
Planning Control, Enforcement & Compliance Service
What we do

The Planning Control, Enforcement & Compliance Service is primarily concerned with determining planning applications, either at Regulation Committee or largely under delegated powers, for proposed County Matter (mineral and waste) and the County Council’s own developments, and defending the County Council’s decisions on appeal via its Planning Control Team http://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-control/.  Our role goes beyond this statutory, regulatory function in that it provides informal but chargeable planning advice on whether a proposed development requires the benefit of planning permission, and whether or not such proposals would be acceptable.  It also advises on the submission of details required by planning conditions attached to planning permissions the County Council has issued.  The team also provides input to the development and review of our minerals and waste Local Plans, led on by the Planning Policy Team.    
In addition, the Service is complemented by the following related functions:

· Enforcement & Compliance Team http://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/report-an-unauthorised-planning-development/: The team supports the Planning Control Team by monitoring landfill and mineral planning permissions in a proactive and targeted way for which it charges in line with nationally set fees.  This monitoring involves undertaking site inspections, completing and sharing monitoring reports with the site operator, and following up any unacceptable planning issues.  It investigates and seeks to resolve alleged breaches of planning control (e.g. unauthorised mineral, waste and the County Council’s own developments and non-compliance with planning conditions attached to County Council-issued planning permissions by applying informal and formal enforcement practices and legislative powers, conveyed by among others the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 and the Police & Criminal Evidence Act 1984.   
The team also supports the County Council’s Rights of Way Service by providing enforcement resource to ensure public rights of way remain unobstructed due for example to the unauthorised installation of gating and stiles etc, and the cropping of fields across which footpaths run.   

The team also supports the County Council’s Property Services and Highways teams in their capacities as public land owner and guardian of the non-Trunk Road public highway network by providing enforcement resource to assist in resolving unauthorised traveller incursions onto County Council-owned land and the public highway.  There have been a number of high profile and costly cases in Somerset in recent years that inhibited the safe and efficient operation of public service infrastructure e.g.:

· Travellers on the playing fields at Stanchester School in Stoke-sub-Hamdon, leaving waste to be cleared before the school re-opened;

· Travellers at former St Augustine’s School in Taunton where the occupation aggravated learning for pupils with learning difficulties at the adjacent Sky College;
· Travellers occupying part of the ‘Gateway’ Park & Ride site near J.25, inhibiting safe use of the site by P&R users, and safety concerns for the travellers, particularly their free-roaming children;

· Travellers occupying a very lightly-trafficked section of Standerwick Court Lane, nr Frome.  
· Somerset Ecological Services http://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/countryside/somerset-ecology-services/ : This team primarily supports the Planning Control Team by providing expert professional ecological advice, consultation responses on planning applications that fall to the County Council to be determined, and input to related planning appeals.  This team also supports the Planning Policy Team by providing expert, professional ecological advice and information into the Planning Policy Team’s Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) (please see link above) and to the development and review of Minerals and Waste-related Development Plan Documents.
In addition, Somerset Ecological Services is a traded service, providing the same expert professional ecological advice etc to a number of District Councils in Somerset and to Exmoor National Park Authority, and provides ecological advice and undertakes various ecological surveys and related project work for private sector clients on an ad hoc basis.  The traded service work brings in sufficient income to fund an unfunded ecologist post that was lost as an MTFP saving a couple of years ago.

· Somerset Acoustics Services http://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/consumer-testing/acoustic-services/: This former Somerset Scientific Services Acoustics Advisor primarily supports the Planning Control Team by providing expert professional acoustic advice, consultation responses on planning applications that fall to the County Council to be determined, and input to related planning appeals.  This is also a traded service with private clients and areas of property management within the County Council seeking the advisor’s input on acoustic planning and review surveying and related rectification.
· Countryside Projects: The Service Manager represents the County Council on a number of statutory and non-statutory authorities/groups/organisations that directly affect Somerset:

· Devon & Severn Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority (IFCA) http://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/: IFCA’s were set up through the Marine & Coastal Access Act 2009 to lead, champion and manage a sustainable marine environment and inshore fisheries. The Marine and Coastal Access Act requires statutorily that all local authorities within an IFCA district contribute to the running and financing of that IFCA.  SCC currently contributes approximately £110,000 of its DEFRA –allocated £130,000 plus officer and appointed member time to quarterly and annual meetings and related preparatory work and post-meeting actions;
·  Severn Estuary Partnership (SEP) http://www.severnestuarypartnership.org.uk/: The partnership ensures the sustainable management of the Severn Estuary and its surroundings, bringing together the activities of the organisations / individuals with responsibilities and interests in the area.  Partnership Management Group meetings are held quarterly. Joint Advisory Committee are held twice yearly and the Public Forum is held annually and very well attended by interested parties;
· Association of Severn Estuary Relevant Authorities (ASERA) https://www.asera.org.uk/: ASERA was formed to help organisations discharge their conservation duties in and around the Severn Estuary. The group has produced a management plan which they are implementing over the next few years. Management Group meetings are held twice yearly and there is an AGM;
·  North Devon & Somerset Coastal Advisory Group (NDASCAG) http://www.ndascag.org/: The group works to promote sustainable shoreline management, and to facilitate the duties and responsibilities of local authorities and other organisations managing the North Devon and Somerset coastal zone. The group has developed a Shoreline Management Plan and they are working in partnership to implement the action plan.
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