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Update: a University for Somerset
This information sheet provides an update on work to develop an aspiration to increase Higher Education participation in Somerset by creating an establishment that will have Degree awarding powers (DAP), ideally a University for Somerset. 
Aspiration

· This is a long term project expected to take around 7+ years. 

· A University for Somerset will tackle several issues:

· Somerset has difficulty attracting the skilled workers it needs to grow its economy and support business’s needs. 

· Many young people leave the county to study and do not return. 

· Raise the qualification level for the local current workforce (lifelong learning)

· Somerset is one of the only counties without a university.  

· The county and the region are pursuing ambitious strategies to increase growth and productivity. This requires more, skilled, workers.

· Bring new revenue into the area with Somerset being a lovely place to study

· A University for Somerset will therefore focus on:

· Improving access, participation and progression for Somerset’s community and on developing the skilled workforce that the county needs.

· Higher technical and professional HE, targeting sectors in which there is strong regional demand and the potential to attract learners nationally and internationally.

· Being a catalyst for business growth and productivity improvement, engaging closely with Somerset businesses on their skills and R&D development needs.

· It is important to clarify the difference between a University for Somerset and the county’s two existing University Centres at Yeovil College and the recently merged Bridgwater & Taunton College. These and the other Further Education (FE) colleges in Somerset already offer significant HE courses but are not Awarding Bodies. Instead they are affiliated with existing universities or awarding bodies (i.e. Pearson) who have this role.

What do we need to achieve to create a University for Somerset?

· A number of targets have to be met before a University status application can be submitted to the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE), including:

· Achieve Degree awarding powers (DAP) 

· Meeting the requirement for a certain number of full time Higher Education students studying at the same time. 

· Part of the required number currently attend colleges in Somerset and discussions are under way on how to increase the current numbers and bring together the combined FTE to satisfy the volume required to apply for  University status. It is essential for the FE colleges to continue to offer their HE provision as, in many cases, it is either niche, bespoke or locally developed to meet industry needs. There will be the opportunity for the Somerset College’s to franchise their Higher Education programmes through the Somerset University.

· Developing a funding model and accessing funding.
· Considering how best to link our plans with Government objectives especially in terms of the Industrial Strategy.

What stage is the project at?

· A task and finish group has been set up to guide the early stages of the project:

· Members include Somerset County Council officers and Councillors, Bridgwater and Taunton College, Yeovil College, HEFCE and private sector representatives. 

· The group has commissioned a market need assessment which should be complete by October. This has included discussions with sixth form schools, colleges and private sector businesses with an interest in higher level skills. There will also be discussions with young people and schools.

· Bridgwater and Taunton College commissioned a visioning document for the University of Somerset.
· The University for Somerset is included in the skills offer in the Heart of the South West’s Productivity Plan.
Next steps 

· The visioning document and needs assessment will be used to develop the task and finish group into a fuller partnership.

· Discussions with HEFCE and the Department for Education on a way forward, support and funding. 

· Increase awareness of the project across Somerset, the Heart of the South West, and with Government.

· At their request, Members of Parliament have received an update on plans and this Information Sheet mirrors that briefing. MP’s were encouraged to ‘champion’ the University of Somerset across the county and region, and inside Government especially with the Department for Education, because:

· Government rule changes could make it easier for new, smaller universities.
· The process to win Awarding Body status is lengthy and difficult.
· Support to help the Centre access sources of funding.
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