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Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation in Somerset

Child Sexual Exploitation
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) is an issue affecting children of all backgrounds in all communities across the country, including Somerset.
It is a form of child sexual abuse where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a person under the age of 18 into sexual activity in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. CSE doesn’t always involve physical contact. It can also occur through the use of technology.

For more information, including the Department for Education’s definition and guidance for practitioners, visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-sexual-exploitation-definition-and-guide-for-practitioners
The county’s response to CSE is being coordinated by the Safeguarding Somerset Children Board (SSCB), http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/ which is made up of representatives from all the organisations involved in safeguarding children, including the police, children’s services and health. 
Below is a summary of some of the improvements that have been made in the last two years or so in areas that most closely touch on the County Council’s role. There will be many other changes and improvements within the other SCCB organisations.

Improving practice

“What I want is staff who sit down and talk to you calmly and they don’t judge you … you want someone to understand why you did what you did” (a victim of CSE)

Training

We have commissioned CSE training from Barnardo’s and made available to all relevant professionals. It covers identification of CSE and support for victims and their parents. 
More than 1,000 staff (including social workers, social work support staff, children’s centre staff, health and school staff) have attended face-to-face training and a further 500 plus have done online training. Online training has been made available through the SSCB website for anyone who works with children. 

Conferences

100 professionals attended a Working Together to tackle CSE conference in Nov 2016 and a further 70 attended a follow-up event in March due to demand.

CSE champions

CSE Champions have been identified in each SSCB organisation, taking responsibility for ensuring it is keeping up with good practice. In the County Council there is a CSE champions group that meets regularly.

There are also champions within Children’s Services who keep on top of latest good practice and have additional training, so they can support other staff.

Public awareness raising

All the agencies have undertaken some awareness raising work, using social media, Your Somerset content, signs at train stations and supermarkets.

Prevention – the role of Schools
Support to Schools
Around 500 school staff have completed the Barnardo’s training. All education providers have been asked to identify a CSE leads and this will be monitored in an annual audit. Schools are also now advised to collect data on what training they have carried out on various safeguarding issues, including CSE.

The CSE decision making tool has been shared with all schools, giving guidance on identifying the signs of CSE and what should happen next. We have promoted the use of the Early Help Assessment process if there are any concerns about CSE.

The County’s Education Safeguarding Advisor is in regular contact with schools, usually through the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). A half-termly safeguarding newsletter includes regular CSE information and guidance

Personal Social Health and Economic education and healthy relationships

· A Public Health Promotion Manager has been given a lead role in supporting the development of PSHE and Healthy Relationships in schools
· A CSE and healthy relationships programme has been developed with Avon and Somerset Constabulary, initially targeted secondary schools in South Somerset and now available to all secondary schools in Somerset
· Teaching staff at 21 secondary schools have completed PSHE training
Protecting – identifying victims
New jointly commissioned CSE support service

A new regional service was launched this month, jointly commissioned with the Avon & Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner. Delivered by BASE (Barnardo’s Against Sexual Exploitation) it develops the previous service, providing support and guidance for people who have experienced CSE.
In Somerset, we are using the service to upskill our workforce so we are better placed to identify and tackle CSE in the long-term, with BASE staff supporting and working with professionals in all agencies, who already have trusted relationships with children.
Public Health

· Pharmacists providing emergency hormonal contraception must now attend face-to-face training including safeguarding, spotting signs of CSE and how to take action.
· The sexual health training programme for the children and young people's workforce focuses on staying safe, consent and healthy relationships.
· A specialist vulnerable young people’s sexual health/CSE nurse has been appointed as part of the new integrated sexual health service.
Children missing from home and care 

We have improved the way we respond to incidents of children go missing from care or home who are at risk of becoming CSE victims. An independent Return Home Interview (RHI) service was launched in 2015/16 and in 2016 there were big changes to the Police recording of such incidents and there are strong links with the Police Missing Person Co-ordinator.
RHI staff contact the children and families as soon as they are informed that a child is missing, aiming to complete interviews within 72 hours. The interview aims to address the risks in relation to the child. Higher risk cases are discussed fortnightly by a joint Police and Children Services Missing Review Panel which considers the latest information from several agencies to develop a coordinated response.
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