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Alyn Jones – Director of Economic and Community Infrastructure Operations.



	Date: 
	06 December 2017



	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Review of Community Speed Indicator Device (SID) Provision
Members are advised of changes to the community speed indicator device (SID) programme from 31 March 2018.

The existing programme will be terminated and the County Council will be consulting with communities about future provision. We will continue to offer practical advice and support to Parish and Town Councils wishing to purchase and operate their own SIDs. We will also consider operating a revised SID programme based on contributions received from Parish and Town Councils who wish to participate. 
Reasons for the Decision

The current financial position of Somerset County Council does not allow for the existing SID programme to continue in its current format. The current stock of SIDs is rapidly reaching the end of its serviceable life and a large financial investment (approximately £100k) would be required to replace the existing stock and to continue the current acceptable level of service.

History and Background to the Decision 

Although the delivery of the SID programme is not a statutory service the signs contribute to improving road safety by helping to reduce traffic speeds.  Somerset County Council has operated a speed indicator device (SID) programme since 2009 to many parish and town councils that have a proven speed problem within their community. SIDs were originally provided at no charge at locations identified as ‘red routes’ and to other locations where a parish/town council made a financial contribution. In 2013 the financial contribution from Parish and Town Councils was discontinued and SIDs were offered to all Parish/Town Councils free of charge at locations that met the policy criteria. The number of qualifying locations increased accordingly with Somerset County Council installing a SID on a regular basis at over 350 locations throughout the county.
In recent years a number of SIDs have been vandalised or have generally broken down and the closure of the UK arm of the German providing company (Radarlux) in 2015 meant it was uneconomic to have those SIDs repaired. Many SIDs were also reaching the end of their working life and the successful continuation of the existing SID programme was therefore reliant on a major re-investment in new SIDs in the very near future. 
In addition, over the last few years some communities have purchased and now manage their own SIDs. Somerset County Council has actively encouraged this and has developed a process for communities to follow. Currently, 13 Parish/Town Councils either operate an SCC SID or one of their own and a further 7 Parish/Town Councils are in the process of purchasing and managing their own SID.
Service Redesign

Somerset County Council understands that not all communities would be in a position to purchase and manage their own SID and may prefer to contribute financially to an ongoing Somerset County Council operated SID programme. 
There does however need to be a sufficient uptake for this proposal to make such an ongoing programme viable.  It is therefore proposed to consult with all Town/Parish Councils that are affected by the termination of the programme by email on Wednesday 6th December 2017 with a view to ascertaining their level of interest in making a financial contribution towards a revised SID programme to be operated by Somerset County Council from the 1st April 2018. 
The proposed change, regarding the provision of a revised service by Somerset County Council through community contributions, provided it is proven to be viable will enable reinvestment in the much needed new equipment to upgrade the service.
If it is found that there is insufficient take up for Somerset County Council to operate a revised SID programme, i.e. that not all the appropriate costs will be recovered, the proposed revised programme will not be progressed further. 
Somerset County Council will however continue to support and encourage communities to purchase and operate their own SID wherever possible
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Bev Norman 
Email: bjnorman@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 
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