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Information

for County Councillors

	From:
	Andy Coupé



	Date: 
	8 December 2017



	To: 
	To All Members 


Hinkley Point C – Proposed Variation to Construction Traffic Management Plan
Summary
EDF Energy wishes to temporarily increase the quarterly average daily cap of HGVs in relation to the Hinkley Point C (HPC) development from 500 to 750 movements per day (Monday to Saturday) until the end of September 2019 when the jetty is expected to be fully operational. A key decision is being sought to enable this to happen subject to appropriate mitigation and a mechanism to secure and commission that mitigation.
Background
The decision on EDF Energy’s application will be made by the Transport Review Group later this month which consists of a representative from each of Somerset County Council, Sedgemoor District Council, West Somerset Council, and Highways England, and three representatives from EDF Energy. A number of discussions have been held between officers from these organisations to understand/ scope EDF Energy’s proposal, the planning mechanisms to deal with it, and the mitigation that would be required. 
The jetty will enable 80 per cent of the aggregates needed to build the power station to be brought to the site by sea rather than by road when it is operational. It is expected to be completed at the end of next year and fully operational by end September 2019.
With the benefit of additional measures that were submitted by EDF Energy to the Examining Authority in early August 2012, the County Council concluded that the Hinkley Point C (HPC) Project would be acceptable when considered against relevant policy and all other material considerations, and that the adverse impacts of the development would not outweigh its benefits. On this basis, the County Council entered into a Deed of Development Consent Obligations (S106 agreement).

The package of mitigation that was agreed is a mixture of financial contributions and obligations secured in the S106 and controls/ limits secured through planning requirements and via commitments contained within the management plans appended to the S106 which include:

· Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP)

· Construction Workforce Management Plan (CWTP)

· Traffic Incident Management Plan (TIMP)

With regard to HGV limits, the CTMP states:

· HGV movements for the HPC Construction Works will be subject to a limit that the number of HGV movements will not exceed an average of 500 movements per day in any given quarter (N.B. a quarter is defined as the calendar quarters January – March, April – June, July – September and October - December). 

· The following maximum daily limits on HGV movements associated with the HPC Construction Works will be:

· a one day maximum limit of 750 HGV movements (Monday-Friday); and

· a one day maximum limit of 375 HGV movements (Saturdays).

Daily limits also apply to maximum movements on each of the two HGV routes through Bridgwater and between 07.00 – 10.00 and 16.00 – 19.00. No movements on these routes are allowed between the hours of 22.00 and 07.00 or on Sundays or Bank Holidays. EDF Energy is not seeking to change these limits.
The impact of 750 HGV movements a day at peak was assessed by EDF Energy within its Development Consent Order application.  The joint Councils (Sedgemoor District Council, Somerset County Council, and West Somerset Council) submitted a Local Impact Report that described a range of impacts they considered the development would cause, and the controls and mitigation that would be needed if it was to be acceptable in planning terms. Mitigation was agreed in the S106 based upon a quarterly average daily HGV cap of 500.
EDF Energy has confirmed that it is prepared to agree to mitigation measures which are directly related to the temporary increase in HGV movements (capable of being delivered within the duration of the temporary increase in HGV movements), and fair and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development (related to the potential effects and able to make a contribution to reducing the effects of additional movements). It has offered the contributions attached at Appendix A.

With the mitigation proposed, it is considered that the impacts of the proposal by EDF Energy to increase the average daily cap of HGVs (Mon – Sat) to 750 in any given quarter to the end of September 2019 will not give rise to materially different or materially new environmental effects from those assessed in granting the Development Consent Order, and therefore may be approved by the Transport Review Group.

The Transport Review Group could decide not to approve the proposal and EDF Energy could apply to the Secretary of State to vary the S106. However, it is unlikely that such an application could be determined on a timely basis to enable the project to proceed, and may limit the ability of the Councils to inform an appropriate package of mitigation.
	For more information please contact: 


	Andy Coupé:  Strategic Manager (Major Programmes) 
Email: 
ajcoupe@somerset.gov.uk  
Tel No.:
01823 355145


Appendix A: Proposed Mitigation by EDF Energy 
	Measure
	Amount
	Paid To
	Year of Payment

	Financial contribution towards walking and cycling infrastructure and some contribution towards the Colley Lane Southern Access Road scheme
	£2.3million
	Somerset County Council (SCC)
	£1.3m in 2018 and £1m in 2019

	Monthly contribution towards highways maintenance
	£20,833 per month, based on an annual contribution of £250k/year (total contribution £437,493)

	SCC
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019) 

	Monthly contribution towards the traffic control centre
	£20,833 per month, based on an annual contribution of £250k/year (total contribution £437,493)
	SCC
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019) 

	Monthly contribution towards the travel demand management programme
	£25,000 per month, based on an annual contribution of £300k/year (total contribution £525,000)
	SCC
	2018 and 2019 (part year – Jan to end September 2019) 

	Monthly contribution towards cleansing 
	£583 per month, based on an annual contribution of £7k/year (total contribution £12,243)
	Sedgemoor District Council (SDC)
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019) 

	Monthly contribution towards the business fund and air quality monitoring operating in Sedgemoor
	£8,250 per month, based on an annual contribution of £99k/year (total contribution £173,250)
	SDC
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019) 

	Monthly contribution towards a business fund
	£1,000 per month, based on an annual contribution of £12k/year (total contribution £21,000)
	West Somerset Council
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019) 

	Transport Officer
	£50k/year (or part thereof) (total contribution £87,500)
	SDC
	2018 and 2019 (part year – during Jan to end September 2019 on a time charge basis)

	Variable Message Signs
	£155k
	SCC
	2018 only

	Noise mitigation scheme (noise monitoring to be undertaken as previously agreed in relation to exceptional circumstances)
	-
	Existing scheme to be made available to those living along HGV Routes 1 and 2
	Implementation through 2018 and 2019 and until full implementation from applications received in this period. 
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