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	From:
	Rhian Bennett, Senior Commissioning Officer, Adults’ & Health


	Date: 
	9th January 2018


	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Somerset Mental Wellbeing Service
Somerset County Council is pleased to announce the newly commissioned Somerset Mental Wellbeing Service (SMWS) will be launching on January 15. 
The service has been created following considerable work with a range of stakeholders. This has included people with mental health needs and their carers, health and social care professionals, the voluntary sector, care providers and partners such as SCC Public Health and the Clinical Commissioning Group. 
The work identified that whilst everyone has the right to access their local community and public services, for adults with emotional and mental health needs there are often barriers and challenges preventing them from doing so. 
In addition there was a lack of community-based services for people with mental health needs who require support to maintain and improve their wellbeing and independence, either as a preventative measure or as a stepdown option from the SCC Mental Health Social Work teams.
Following a competitive tender exercise in 2017, Somerset County Council is pleased to announce that Compass Disability Services, working in partnership with Mind Taunton and West Somerset, South Somerset Mind and Chard WATCH CIC, has been selected to provide the new service. 
The service will work with adults with mental health needs for a time-limited period to support them in achieving personal outcomes, accessing community services and overcoming barriers to their wellbeing.

The service is being structured around the Five Ways to Wellbeing program and will be delivered through one to one support alongside access to peer support opportunities. Combining this with the requirements of the Care Act 2014 it will enable greater choice, control and personalisation to develop more supportive, inclusive and effective communities.

The Somerset Mental Wellbeing Service can be contacted on 01823 255917 or info@smws.org.uk, Monday to Friday between 9.00am and 5.00pm. (Please note that this is not a mental health crisis service.)
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Rhian Bennett
Email: RBennett@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 01823 359793
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