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A358 Improvements: Second Public Consultation Announced
Summary
Highways England (HE) is planning to launch a supplementary consultation on the A358 improvements between Taunton to Southfields on Tuesday 16 January 2018. It will be open for six weeks, closing on Tuesday 27 February 2018.
Full details on the options being proposed will be available by the start of the consultation. HE has stated that it will be seeking views on a number of options for the section between the M5 and the A358 at West Hatch and, as with their previous consultation, a single proposal of online widening for the A358 between West Hatch and Southfields Roundabout on the A303.

Although details of the consultation options are not yet available for publication, council officers are available to verbally brief any interested members on the expected proposals in advance of the formal consultation.  If you would like a short briefing, then please contact Mike O’Dowd-Jones using the contact details at the end of this note.  
Background

SCC welcomed the Government announcement in December 2014 that over the next 14 years the A303/A358 would be improved to a new ‘Expressway’ standard along its whole length from the M3 to the M5 at Taunton.

SCC along with partners had provided a strong economic case for improving the A303 and A358 to dual carriageway, together with smaller scale improvements to the A30. The development consent order (DCO) process to deliver the schemes is complex and will take several years to complete.
The Consultation process
The first consultation on the A358 Taunton to Southfields ended on 16 July 2017. After listening to feedback, HE announced this second consultation which will include more information and on the planned route and more than one detailed option for consideration.
More information and the opportunity to comment online will be available through the HE website http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a358-taunton-to-southfields
The consultation will include the public exhibition events detailed below, at which people can view proposals, meet members of the project team and ask questions.

	Date and time
	Address

	Saturday 20 January 12pm to 8pm
	Holiday Inn Taunton Deane Gate Avenue, TA1 2UA*

	Tuesday 23 January, 12pm to 8pm
	The Monks Yard, Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross, Ilminster, TA19 9PT

	Wednesday 24 January, 12pm to 8pm
	Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall, Village Road, Hatch Beauchamp, TA3 6SG

	Friday 26 January, 12pm to 8pm
	Holiday Inn Taunton Deane Gate Avenue, TA1 2UA*

	Thursday 1 February, 12pm to 8pm
	The Wyvern Club, Mountfields Road, TA1 3BJ

	Wednesday 21 February, 9.30am to 12pm
	St Mary Village Hall, Stoke St Mary, TA3 5BY

	Wednesday 21 February, 2pm to 5.30pm
	Ruishton Village Hall, TA3 5JD


*Please note at the Holiday Inn you must register your vehicle with reception on arrival if you use their car park. Failure to do so may result in a fine.
Information will also be available to view at public information points throughout the consultation. These include: Taunton Deane Borough Council (Deane House), Somerset County Council (County Hall A Block reception), South Somerset District Council (Brympton Way reception), Ilminster Meeting House and Arts Centre, Henlade Post Office, Blackbrook Leisure Centre and Spa, as well as Taunton, South Petherton and Martock Libraries.

Somerset County Council’s response to the consultation

We will formally respond to the consultation, following the process below:

· 30 Jan: Presentation to Scrutiny for Policies and Place Committee outlining Highways England’s proposals and the key elements of our proposed response.
· Early Feb: Draft written response published on SCC website for public comment.
· 16 Feb: Deadline for public comment on our response.

· 19 Feb:  Formal response agreed through a non-key decision by Cllr David Hall, Cabinet Member for Business, Inward Investment and Policy.

· 27 Feb: Formal consultation response submitted to Highways England.

	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Mike O’Dowd Jones
Email: MODowdJones@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 01823 356238
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