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A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Public Consultation
Summary
Members are asked to note that Highways England are launching a public consultation on the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester improvement (which can be accessed at http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a303-sparkford-to-ilchester/ ) running from 26 January 2018 until 9 March 2018. 

This is a statutory public consultation on the proposed dual carriageway improvement scheme, seeking views on the proposed alignment and details of proposed junctions with the local road network.   This will be the final consultation before a Development Consent Order (DCO) is submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. 

Background

Somerset County Council together with Devon County Council, Wiltshire Council, Dorset Council and the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) provided a strong economic case to Government for improving the A303 and A358 to dual carriageway, together with smaller scale improvements to the A30.   This led to the Government announcing on 1 December 2014 that over the next 14 years the A303/A358 would be improved to a new ‘Expressway’ standard along its whole length from the M3 to the M5 at Taunton.
The scheme forms part of the Government’s ‘Roads Investment Strategy’; a new roads programme starting in 2015/16. Roads investment will be made over ‘Road Periods’ lasting 5 years, to transform the busiest sections of the network to enable improved safety levels, smoother traffic flow, and increased capacity.
Specific schemes announced for this first five year period (2015/16 to 2019/20) include improving the A358 to dual carriageway between Southfields roundabout and the M5; the dualling of the Sparkford to Ilchester section of the A303; and construction of a twin bored tunnel past Stonehenge with a dual carriageway bypass for Winterborne Stoke.

Highways England undertook a non-statutory consultation on two potential route options for the Sparkford to Ilchester scheme during February and March 2017; and announced their preferred route in October 2017. The preferred route comprises an on-line widening of the existing route and a rationalisation of connections with the local road network.

This final consultation before the DCO process commences will provide more detailed visualisations of the scheme and in particular will set out the detail of the proposed junctions at Haygrove House and Downend.

Events to meet the project team and view the proposed route:
	Saturday 3 February 2018

10:00 – 18:00.
	Queen Camel Memorial Hall, High St, Queen Camel, Yeovil, BA22 7NF

	Monday 5 February 2018
14:00 – 20:00.
	Fleet Air Arm Museum, RNAS Yeovilton, Yeovilton, Ilchester, BA22 8HT

	Friday 9 February 2018
14:00 – 20:00.
	The Davis Hall, Howell Hill, West Camel, Yeovil, BA22 7QX

	Thursday 15 February 2018
14:00 – 20:00.
	Huish Park Stadium, Lufton Way, Yeovil, BA22 8YF


Public information points from Friday 26 January:

· Wincanton Library, 7 Carrington Way, Wincanton, Somerset, BA9 9JS

· Barrington Court, Barrington, Ilminster, TA19 0NQ

· Yeovil Library, King George Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1PZ

· Lytes Cary Manor, near Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7HU

· South Petherton Library, St. James Street, South Petherton, Somerset, TA13 5BS

· Montacute House, Montacute, TA15 6XP

· Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 3XZ

· Somerset County Council, County Hall, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 4DY

· Martock Library, The Shopping Centre, Martock, Somerset, TA12 6DL

· South Somerset District Council, Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2HT

· Ilchester Town Hall and Community Centre, High St, Ilchester, Yeovil, BA22 8NQ
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Mike O’Dowd Jones
Email: MODowdJones@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 01823 356238
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