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Hinkley Point A: decommissioning update
The Cavendish Fluor Partnership (CFP) is the parent body organisation (PBO) that currently operates Magnox Ltd, which is responsible for the 12 Magnox Ltd sites in the UK. CFP is under contract with the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA), the body responsible for the UK’s civil public sector nuclear estate.

The CFP contract will come to an end on 31 August 2019 and the NDA is still considering how to manage the Magnox sites after this date.
Magnox has had a period of review for the waste management operations across its estate, seeking to optimise its approach to decommissioning through reducing overall costs, environmental impacts and timescales. This has included looking at options for the encapsulation and storage of intermediate level radioactive waste (ILW) across its estate. 

As a result of this review process, Magnox is looking to minimise the construction of interim storage facilities by consolidating waste at some sites, with a focus on reducing construction and demolition work across the sites. 
Current management of ILW on site
Magnox’s plan is for Hinkley Point A’s ILW to be packaged (encapsulated) on site and stored in the site’s interim storage facility (ISF), before its eventual disposal at the geological disposal facility (GDF). Currently, no sites have been selected or are under consideration for the UK’s GDF.
Following the recent granting of two planning permissions, construction of the ISF is already underway; while construction of the encapsulation facility is due to begin in November. SCC permitted the original planning applications, but with the condition that no radioactive waste be imported from outside the Hinkley A site.
What is intermediate level waste (ILW)?

ILW arises mainly from the reprocessing of spent fuel and from general operations and maintenance at nuclear power sites. It consists of solid materials such as reactor components or wet wastes such as resins from the treatment of radioactive liquid effluents and sludges from the settlement of materials in tanks and pipe work.  Less than 10% of the radioactive waste produced in the UK is ILW.
The levels of radioactivity found in ILW mean that it needs shielding and containment, but does not generate sufficient heat for this to be taken into account in the design of storage or disposal facilities. 
At Hinkley Point A, a proportion of the waste that needs to be managed is ILW.
What is SCC’s role in radioactive waste management?

Somerset County Council (SCC) is the Waste Planning Authority for Somerset, excluding Exmoor National Park. As such, SCC is responsible for: planning policy on radioactive waste; and determining planning applications for radioactive waste management in Somerset, apart from Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. 

The Government expects Waste Planning Authorities to plan for the sustainable management of low level radioactive waste (LLW). Furthermore, industry may propose treatment and/or storage of intermediate level waste (ILW) in Somerset.
Proposals to import ILW to Hinkley Point A
Magnox is currently preparing to submit planning applications to allow for ILW to be imported for encapsulation and storage at Hinkley Point A.

This is part of a national approach by Magnox, to minimise the construction of interim storage facilities, nationally, by consolidating waste at some sites. As part of this national approach, planning permission has already been granted at Berkeley and Bradwell, meaning that stores will not need to be built at Oldbury, Sizewell or Dungeness.
The proposals for Hinkley Point A involve the importation of approximately 22 ILW packages to be stored in the Hinkley Point A ISF. It is estimated that 46 deliveries would be required to facilitate this. When a GDF becomes available these packages will be dispatched from site for disposal, along with Hinkley A’s own packaged waste.
What happens next?
Following three public drop-in sessions in November, Magnox will develop the planning applications for the importation of ILW to be encapsulated and stored at Hinkley Point A. Once the planning applications have been received by this council, there will be a statutory period of public consultation.
Further information and resources on radioactive waste can be found on the SCC website: www.somerset.gov.uk/radioactivewaste. 
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