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Information

for County Councillors

	From:
	Lucinda Searle

SAPHTO Executive & Liaison Officer 


	Date: 
	13 March 2018


	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Somerset Children’s Parliament 2018

2018 marks the 20th Anniversary of this unique event in Somerset and we would like to invite you to join us for the Children’s Parliament on Friday 16 March 2018 in the Council Chamber at Shire Hall, Taunton.  

Participating schools will bring a team of two children from Years 5/6 (ages 9-11) who will give a 5-minute presentation on the theme 'Giving Young People a Voice' through one of the following subjects:

a)
Young People as Part of the School:  travel to school, medicines and drugs, playgrounds, bullying, food, obesity.
b)
Young People as Part of the Community:  crime prevention, playing safely, caring for the countryside, what makes a healthy community, children’s rights.
c)
Young People as Part of the World:  European and global citizenship, sustainability, climate change, diversity, fair trade, energy, water, food, farming, health, and sustainable development goals.

They can be supported by one or two assistants to help with visual aids.  The presentation is followed by questions from the audience which is made up of participating schools, judges, teachers and parents/guardians.  This is to encourage debating and discussion skills, alongside persuasion and engagement.  There will be a panel of five adult judges from different local agencies and a children’s panel.

Children will also hear from Brian Trust who was the SAPHTO Executive and Liaison Officer responsible for starting this event in Somerset.
There are two sessions each with 12 schools participating.  Please see attached programmes (please note timings may change).

	For more information please contact: 


	Name:  Sarah Osborne
Email:  sosborne@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.:  01823 356258
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