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	Date: 
	15 May 2018


	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Sheltered Housing Consultation update
As you aware Somerset County Council currently commissions a Support Service within Sheltered Housing. This service helps tenants with higher level support needs to manage correspondence; help to pay bills or manage the household budget; help to arrange appointments and help to plan shopping or meals. The current contract for support in Sheltered Housing schemes expires during October.
Following the involvement phase and the feedback received, Somerset County Council proposed to stop the contribution of funding to the Sheltered Housing providers and reinvest into other more equitable services where the funding will support everyone and not just those in Sheltered Housing. The Council is therefore proposing to stop contributing funding to the support in Sheltered Housing and invest funding into the Community Connect model, which will help to ensure the support is available to everyone. 

Consultation on the proposal commenced on 3rd April and will run until 30th May. As of 10th May we have received 161 feedback questionnaires of which 40% are in favour of the proposal and 22% are not. The other 38% either don’t know or haven’t responded. During the consultation, we have and will continue to visit local libraries and Sheltered Housing schemes to give Somerset residents an opportunity to feedback in person.
Following conclusion of the consultation we are aiming to share our Key Decision with all Members no later than the 4th June, we will also be attending the Scrutiny Committee for Adults and Health on 6th June to share our recommendations and answer any questions before a decision is taken on 25th June by Cllr David Huxtable as Cabinet Member for Adults and Health.
If you would like to discuss this further then please contact the ShelteredhousingService@Somerset.gov.uk mailbox or ring Vicky Chipchase on: 07976698232.
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