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	Jane Newell/Lucy Bath



	Date: 
	06/08/2018



	To: 
	All County Councillors and Local MPs


Draft Passenger Transport Strategy Consultation
	The current Passenger Transport strategy was completed in 2011 as part of Somerset’s Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 (named the Future Transport Plan). The strategy was developed to be live and it has recently been updated and redeveloped. We are now seeking your views on the new Passenger Transport strategy which sets more ambitious aims for bus and rail travel whilst still reflecting the current financial realities.
Developed at a time of severe financial restraint and economic uncertainty, the strategy sets out the issues that have influenced the present service and proposes an outline strategy for the future direction of service delivery. It will provide guidance for developers and assist the Council in assessing various schemes. It will also be used to inform Somerset County Council funding bids to Central Government, or other relevant funding opportunities and to inform conversations with government departments, operators and other stakeholders about the issues faced in our area.   Most importantly it will inform residents of Somerset of the strategic direction for public transport in Somerset. 
Somerset is a challenging area in which to provide viable and sustainable passenger transport services. Owing to its rural aspect it has high car ownership and usage, which leads to congestion ‘hot spots’ at peak hours. The diverse array of settlements, ranging from small rural villages to the densely populated urban areas of Bridgwater, Taunton and Yeovil; and the dispersed population mean that commercial public transport operation is extremely marginal or non-viable in many areas.

	The Passenger Transport Strategy (which is split to include Bus and Rail) has the following aims: 
· Bus: Maintain services that are most essential in meeting transport needs where the commercial market is unable to provide viable services;  and work closely with communities, operators and Government to change established models of rural bus service provision for the benefit of our communities.

· Rail: Work closely with other local authorities and the rail industry to achieve greater resilience, faster journey times and more capacity and connectivity in the rail system.



	Somerset County Council strives to deliver an integrated quality bus, community transport and rail network by working with public service operators, community transport groups and other transport providers within the County and where possible to promote sustainable community solutions to enable improved access in rural areas.

The consultation runs from Monday 13th August to Sunday 23rd September. The Strategy and consultation questions are available on Somerset County Councils consultation website: http://www.somersetconsults.org.uk 


Please be sure to have your say before the consultation closes on 23rd September 2018.

NB: Passenger transport is defined as all modes where passengers do not rely on their own transport. This includes bus, coach and rail services, and other forms of transport such as private coaches, school buses, taxis, Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) and Community Transport (CT).
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Lucy Bath or Jane Newell
Email: Lbath@somerset.gov.uk or Jnewell3@somerset.gov.uk 
Tel No. 01823 359465 or 01823 359604
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