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Stronger Communities Update
Building Stronger Communities is a key priority within Somerset’s Improving Lives Strategy and County Vision.  The purpose of this briefing is to provide you with an update on activities being progressed by the Stronger Communities Team within Somerset County Council in relation to:
· The establishment / launch of the Somerset Fund.
· Developing Somerset County Council’s approach to volunteering.
· Improving the way we work and engage with the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise Sector (VCSE). 
	Somerset Fund:

Somerset County Council are currently working with the Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) to establish and launch the Somerset Fund following a previous decision by the Leader of the Council.  Interest with local businesses is currently being explored with the intention of a soft launch of the fund by the end of October 2018.  The Somerset Fund presents a sustainable opportunity to provide alternative funding for the voluntary, community and social enterprise sector.
· The aim of the Fund is to enable a wider range of donors (people, businesses and other organisations) to support their communities and give effectively at a local level.

· For many, the opportunity to make a difference locally is a particularly rewarding. It can, however, be difficult to identify the right causes to support, and local organisations struggle to compete with the marketing efforts of much larger ‘big brand’ charities. 

· The Fund will enable donors (businesses, individuals and other organisations) who prefer to give locally but do not have a cause they wish to support and/or like the idea of supporting multiple causes.
· To support the initial growth of the Fund, Somerset County Council have agreed to contribute by match funding at a minimum 2:1 offer (i.e. a donation of £1,000 releases £500 of match funding). 

· Fund priority areas include:
· Increasing opportunities for better physical health 
· Supporting people with disabilities and life-limiting illnesses, and their carers 

· Combatting loneliness and isolation 

· Giving the best start in life to the most disadvantaged children 

· Growing the life skills of young people 

· Improving the mental health of people of all ages 

· Further information is available via:  
https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/special-projects/the-somerset-fund 
Our ask of Councillors:

We are looking for ideas to promote the Fund to businesses who might like to contribute through local pledges, so if you are able to make any introductions / suggestions of who to approach this would be very welcome. If you are able to help with this, then please contact: justin.sargent@somersetcf.org.uk or Phone: 01749 344949



	Volunteering:

As part of reviewing Somerset County Council’s approach to volunteering from January 2019 all SCC volunteer opportunities will be available via a new website to replace www.somerset.gov.uk/volunteering 

This will include volunteer roles such as volunteer drivers, advocates supporting vulnerable young people, running activities from our libraries or other settings, outdoor opportunities maintaining our rights of way or areas of outstanding natural beauty.

We will be joining up our approach internally, looking at how we can further improve the volunteer experience and make it easier to volunteer to support SCC services.

The service will also continue to work closely with Somerset VCSE organisations in promoting volunteering and national initiatives such as Volunteers’ Week 1-7 June and Trustees’ Week in November each year.

Going forwards there will be changes to how we support Active Living Groups in Somerset.  Our intention is from January 2019 to establish a small grants fund, aligned to the Somerset Fund, to support Active Living groups and similar organisations which provide opportunities for older people to stay well, active and independent.  Active Living Groups will also be encouraged to access support from their local VCSE infrastructure organisations Spark and Engage in helping them with their governance, training, promoting and recruiting volunteers and other advice, in line with the support already provided to other voluntary sector organisations in Somerset.  

Our ask of Councillors:

Please help us in promoting SCC volunteer opportunities by signposting individuals to www.somerset.gov.uk/volunteering or if they are interested in volunteering in other community roles to their local VCSE infrastructure organisation Spark or Engage who can help individuals with finding suitable opportunities




	Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise Sector (VCSE):

The Somerset VCSE Strategic Forum was established in April 2015.  To facilitate dialogue across the Forum above and beyond the regular meetings we launched in partnership with the voluntary sector the Somerset VCSE Website: http://www.somersetvcse.org.uk 

The Strategic Forum is recognised as the key point of contact for countywide VCSE sector engagement. It brings together leaders from across the wide range of VCSE organisations in Somerset, with senior staff from Somerset County Council, Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group, District Councils, and other key county-wide public and private sector agencies. We discuss issues of interest and concern, help to inform commissioning, and promote collaboration and partnership working across the sectors.  It is a valued Forum where given the breadth and depth of the voluntary sector in Somerset attendance at the forum is managed to ensure a broad range of interest groups are covered and topics explored.

The website enables us to reach a broader audience and provide updates on both local and national developments, key sector information and opportunities and other research / reports of relevance to the sector.  Updates are also uploaded to twitter @SomersetVCSE
Our ask of Councillors:

Please can you help us in promoting the VCSE Strategic Forum website to voluntary sector organisations and follow us on twitter @SomersetVCSE
If you are a local VCSE organisation or community group that requires assistance with developing your group, business planning, sourcing or applying for funding or recruiting volunteers then your local VCSE infrastructure organisation may be able to assist and help you. They also support and encourage networking across the sector through newsletters and hosting local forums and advise individuals on volunteer opportunities in Somerset.

Engage

West Somerset and Taunton

http://www.engagews.org.uk/
Phone: 01643 707123

Spark

South Somerset Mendip and Sedgemoor but also support countywide initiatives such as Mental Health Hub

http://www.sparksomerset.org.uk/
Phone: 01935 475914




	Other Useful Information:
The Council’s www.somerset.gov.uk/communityfunding serves to signpost individuals / organisations to a range of funding opportunities which may be available to them.



	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Chris Phillips, Service Manager – Stronger Communities
Email: CPhillips@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 07976691109
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