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Information

For County Councillors

	From:
	Julian Wooster, Director of Children’s Services


	Date: 
	5 November, 2018



	To: 
	All County Councillors



Consultation launched on proposed changes to services and support for Children and Families
Background 
As part of its consideration of a range of savings proposals, on 12 September the Council’s Cabinet gave approval for MTFP savings proposal CAF 14b to be taken forward.

This proposal was to undertake a consultation to review the provision of the County Council’s early help services, specifically no longer providing Level 2 services through the Council’s getset Service.
Please note. This proposal is separate to the savings decision CAF14a which related to staffing numbers, not the level of support provided by the getset Service.
There are four levels of services and support for Children and Families provided by a range of different organisation depending on level of need.
These range from Level 1 ‘universal’ services for families who have no difficulties beyond the relatively minor challenges that come with normal family life, to the support for those with Level 4 acute needs which will involve support from a social worker.
Level 2 Services are aimed at those who need a little extra help to tackle a problem or difficulty and achieve their potential. This support is usually short-term to help them get back on track, and is provided by other organisations as well as the getset Service.
The proposal

The proposal being considered is to stop the Council’s getset Service contribution to support for families with Level 2 needs.

At present getset supports families with this level of need:
· Organising and attending 39 of the estimated 427 parenting support groups that take place across the county.

· Providing one-to-one support for individual families - at any one time around 299 families are supported in this way.

Both these aspects of the Council’s support would stop if the proposal is taken forward.

The getset one-to-one support for families with more significant issues would continue as usual, as would the support from the Council’s Children with Disabilities Team, Special Education Needs and Disabilities Team and Community Adolescent Team.
The proposal includes establishing a £200,000 start-up fund to support community groups to increase and develop their support to families.
The consultation

The consultation on this proposal starts today (5 November) and will run until 31 December and all Councillors are asked to use their own contacts and connections to encourage people to get involved and share their views.
The consultation is open to anyone – individuals or organisations - with an interest in the support and services available to children and families in Somerset.

Detailed information about the proposal, including district-by-district information about the support and services currently available and how they would be affected, is available on the Council’s website www.somerset.gov.uk/getsetconsultation 

Views and comments are being gathered though a questionnaire which is available online, at Family Centres and in all the County’s libraries. The questionnaire will also be available at drop-in events taking place between 13 November and 4 December (details below). These are an opportunity to discuss the proposal and its impacts, as well as giving feedback.

Councillors are encouraged to attend these events themselves, as well are using their own contact to promote attendance from service users and the wider community.
getset Service staff can give feedback through the questionnaire as well as through a session being organised for early December.

	Date
	Time
	Venue

	Tuesday 13th November 2018
	10.00am - 6.00pm
	Glastonbury Library, 1 Orchard Court, The Archers Way, Glastonbury, BA6 9JB

	Wednesday 14th November 2018
	10.00am - 12.00pm
	The Key Centre, Feltham Lane, Frome, BA11 5AJ

	Wednesday 14th November 2018
	1.00pm - 6.00pm
	Frome Library, Justice Lane, Frome, BA11 1BE

	Monday 19th November 2018
	10.00am - 6.00pm
	The Hub, Minehead, Hopcott Road, Minehead, TA24 6DJ

	Thursday 22nd November 2018
	10.00am - 6.00pm
	Taunton Library, Paul Street, Taunton TA1 3XZ

	Wednesday 28th November 2018
	10.00am - 6.00pm
	Victoria Park Community Centre, Victoria Park Drive, Bridgwater, TA6 7AS

	Tuesday 4th December 2018
	10.00am - 6.00pm
	Yeovil Methodist Church, Vicarage Walk, Middle Street, Yeovil, BA20 1JZ


Next steps
The results will be used to inform a decision by Cabinet scheduled for February on whether or not to proceed with the proposal.

If you would like to discuss the proposal in more detail, please contact Philippa Granthier or Julie Breeze on the contacts below.
	For more information contact: 
	· Julie Breeze, Strategic Commissioner for Early Help and Stronger Communities, jbreeze@somerset.gov.uk 

· Philippa Granthier, Assistant Director – Commissioning and Performance, PGranthier@somerset.gov.uk
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