[image: image1.jpg]e ———
SOMERSET

WWW.SOMERSET.GOV.UK

County Council
—






[image: image2.jpg]


Information

for County Councillors

	From:
	Nick Cowling - Service Manager - Transport Data  & Road Safety


	Date: 
	6/11/18



	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Mobile Temporary Speed Indicator Device (SID) Programme 2018 Update

Members are advised of changes to the community speed indicator device (SID) programme, please see below an email which will shortly go to the Councils that have asked to sign up the above programme.
Dear Parish Council Clerks

As you are no doubt aware through the recent media coverage, councils have had their budgets significantly reduced over the last few years and this trend is set to continue. This year alone Somerset County Council has to make significant savings to ensure that it lives within its means. 

Somerset Highways looks after some 6,600 km of roads in the County, and therefore has to very carefully prioritise works in line with the limited budgets available. This involves making some very difficult decisions to ensure that our resources are directed where there is clear evidence of significant problems or incidents. 

Although I appreciate that some communities have intended to fund their part of the County Council’s mobile SID programme, unfortunately we have not had enough of an uptake of the programme to fully fund a member of staff and the other costs of running a scheme including a van etc. and as such SCC are no longer able to provide a community mobile SID programme. 

We are, however, still able to support local communities that wish to purchase and manage the mobile SID signs themselves and welcome the opportunity to work with Town/Parish Council to identify suitable locations and equipment as well as ensuring the signs safe installation and operation on the County’s road network. 

Any persons installing these signs will need to be qualified to the relevant standard and accredited to work on the highway; including wearing appropriate personal protective equipment. The relevant training is known as Chapter 8, which refers to Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Manual, signing, lighting and guarding. There are providers who deliver the course within the County and an internet search will identify these training providers. You would also need public liability insurance and employer’s liability insurer to cover the installer(s). 

The County Council has previously only endorsed the use of SIDs that display the posted speed limit when activated, and this is still our preferred position, however we have listened to feedback and we are now able to consider signs displaying the actual vehicle speed; up to no more than 10 miles per hour above the actual speed limit; for those communities who wish to use the signs in this way. 

I hope the above explains our current position and if you would now like to pursue the purchasing and managing of a SID sign yourself, or require more detailed advice please e-mail:- transportdata@somerset.gov.uk.

	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Nick Cowling
Email:ncowling@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.:01823 359452
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