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Community Leisure Services Decision
The Council’s ten-year contract with 1610 Limited to provide community leisure facilities at eight schools expires in March 2019. On 10 December 2018, the Cabinet Member for Economic Development, Planning and Community Infrastructure will consider a key decision paper regarding the Authority’s role in community leisure provision after this date.

The County Council has no statutory responsibility to provide community leisure services and, in light of the financial pressures facing the Authority, the recommendation is that the County Council should stop commissioning these services and, where appropriate, transfer the facilities to the schools. 

This would save the Council an annual management fee, which is currently around £900k, plus the cost of maintaining and repairing the facilities.

The school-based community leisure services included in the contract with 1610 Limited are:

· Caryford Fitness & Leisure Centre, Ansford Academy, near Castle Cary
· Castle Sports Centre, The Castle School in Taunton
· Crewkerne Sports Centre, Wadham School in Crewkerne
· Glastonbury Leisure Centre, St Dunstan’s Academy in Glastonbury
· King Alfred’s Sports Centre, at The King Alfred School in Highbridge
· Preston Sports Centre and Gym, at Preston School in Yeovil
· Stanchester Sports Centre, Stanchester Academy in Stoke-sub-Hamdon
· West Somerset Sports & Leisure Centre, West Somerset College in Minehead

1610 will continue to work with The King Alfred School in Highbridge and Preston School in Yeovil to provide leisure services. Leases have been extended at these sites and services will continue (without SCC subsidy). 
Other facilities and services run by 1610 Limited outside of this contract, including those at Bridgwater’s Chilton Trinity School and Robert Blake Science College, would not be affected by this decision. 

Schools and their pupils will continue to use the facilities although community access would not be a condition of the transfer. Schools also have no statutory responsibility to provide community leisure services and each will have to work within their own financial and safeguarding constraints when considering whether to offer future community use. This may not be possible in all cases. Some schools may wish to continue using the facilities purely for curriculum use. 
If the decision is taken, Council officers will continue to support the schools and 1610 Limited on managing the end of the contract. 
Community users of facilities will be kept informed as details are finalised. 
Some changes are likely to take place before the end of March 2019 as the Council has agreed, in principle, to a phased approach to make the transfer more manageable for 1610 Limited.
Decision Timeline

· The draft decision to be considered by the Policies and Place Scrutiny Committee has been published on Monday 5 November 2018 on the Somerset County Council Website 

· Here is a link to the papers on the website:

http://democracy.somerset.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=184&MId=652&Ver=4
· The draft decision will be considered by the Policies and Place Scrutiny Committee when it meets on Tuesday 13 November 2018. 
· All members whose constituency is affected will be consulted on the draft decision paper from Tuesday 20 November 2018. A copy of the paper has been sent by e-mail.
· The draft key decision paper will be finalised and published on Monday 3 December 2018.

· The decision will then be considered on Monday 10 December 2018 and stakeholders informed thereafter.
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Jonathan Doyle
Email: JYDoyle@somerset.gov.uk
Tel No.: 07977401939
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