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Information

For County Councillors

	From:
	Stephen Chandler, Director of Adult services


	Date: 
	10 January, 2019



	To: 
	All Councillors



Closure of Amberleigh respite accommodation
Background

In early 2016, the County Council’s Learning Disability Provider Service (LDPS), together with relevant housing associations, reviewed the service’s Supported Living accommodation. It was concluded that properties in Street being used to provide respite as part of the Short Breaks service were not fit for purpose, including Amberleigh in Isaacs Close.

Therefore, Amberleigh was relocated to Shepton Mallet. Families and staff were written in July 2016 informing them of the move and explaining that it was temporary measure while the authority considered future ways of providing short breaks.

In Shepton Mallet, Amberleigh offers a traditional model of respite care for the families of people with complex Learning Disabilities. It has six beds and is used regularly by 17 families, mostly at weekends for stays of different lengths of time ranging from an afternoon to a week or more.  Over the last 6 months the occupancy rate has been about 37 per cent.

In the Mendip area there are other offering the same respite at Selwyn and Northmead which between them offer 18 bed spaces.
Amberleigh in Shepton has always been a temporary arrangement. Although it had been adapted due to its previous use, wheelchair access is limited and its location means that once at the house opportunities to go elsewhere are limited so residents tend to remain onsite for the duration of their break, something that doesn’t match the Council’s aspirations for the service. 

When the Council took its decision to transfer and modernise the LDPS service in 2016, the short breaks service, including Amberleigh, we very much part of that anticipated transformation. The transfer to Discovery took place in April 2017 and Amberleigh was part of that transfer. 

What is happening now?

Amberleigh will be closing at the beginning of April 2019. Families and carers are being written to inform them of the situation. Anyone seeking to make a booking at Amberleigh for after 1 April will be advised that it is unlikely that their request for respite will be met at there.

Everyone’s needs will be reviewed and social care staff will be working with them and their families to make alternative arrangements for respite when it’s needed. This may be at Northmead or Selwyn, at respite accommodation elsewhere in the county or, increasingly in different ways that give families more flexibility and people with learning disabilities more choice and support.

The building is owned by the Live West Housing Association which will take a decision on what happens to the building and the site and will discuss next steps with us.

Why is Amberleigh closing?

Following the move from Street, the Amberleigh provision in Shepton Mallet was always a temporary arrangement and those arrangements are coming to an end.

It doesn’t offer good value for money - an occupancy rate of just over a third does not represent a good use of resources.

The accommodation isn’t really fit for purpose and doesn’t meet our aspirations for what we want the short break service to offer. The building is in poor condition, doesn’t lend itself to wheelchair access, and its location limits opportunities for people once they get there.

The council has a shared goal with Discovery to see the Short Breaks Service transform alongside other aspects of LD support, with more choice and opportunities for both people in the service and their families. Rather than the limited and fixed opportunities currently available, the access to which is sometimes on a first come, first served basis.

What alternatives are available?

There is capacity at the other Mendip respite accommodation of Selwyn and Northmead, and there is also respite accommodation in other parts of the county.

As well as this, we increasingly we want to help families access different forms of respite care, which could include respite delivered at home, taking the client away for a short break themselves.
If you would like any further discussion or information regarding Amberleigh, please contact Ami Bestall, Senior Commissioning Officer abestall@somerset.gov.uk 
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