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	Date: 
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	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Winter Service Review – Precautionary Gritting Network 
The decision in September 2018 to change the policy for winter gritting was taken in response to the huge financial pressures the Council was facing due to falling funding from Government combined with rising costs and demand for services. Since then the financial position has improved and, earlier this year, the County Council has confirmed it will make available an additional £200,000 for the highway winter service to fund additional routes and activities. This information sheet sets out the service proposals following feedback received during the 2018/19 season. 
The principal component of the winter service is the precautionary gritting of our highway network. We carry out precautionary gritting to help users of the highway to travel around our network in conditions of snow and ice. The feedback received during the 2018/19 season has been used to inform the development of a revised set of intervention criteria. The views of County Councillors are now sought on the proposed criteria prior to being finalised for the 2019/20 winter season.   
Proposed Revised Criteria for Precautionary Gritting Routes

Table 1 lists the proposed precautionary gritting intervention criteria which addresses the issues raised during the 2018/19 season. For ease of reference the criteria for the 2018/19 season has also been included.
Table 1
	Precautionary gritting criteria – 2018/19 Season
	Proposed precautionary gritting criteria – 2019/20 (and future years)

	· Connectivity between major communities;

· Links to the strategic highway network;

· Connectivity across authority boundaries where appropriate;

· Links to transport interchanges;

· Access to emergency facilities including Fire and Rescue, Police, Ambulance Services and hospitals;

· Links to critical infrastructure;

· Principal public transport routes, access to rail and bus stations, and to bus garages and other depots;

· Other locally important facilities.
	· Connectivity between major communities;

· Links to the strategic highway network;

· Connectivity across authority boundaries where appropriate (including HE defined diversion routes from A303, A36 and M5 motorway);

· Links to transport interchanges;

· Access to emergency facilities including Fire and Rescue, Police, Ambulance Services and A&E hospitals;

· Links to critical infrastructure;

· Principal public transport routes, access to rail and bus stations, and to bus garages and other depots;

· Other locally important facilities (e.g. Yeovilton Air Station, major quarries, major food distribution centres);

· Major settlement (500 addressable properties) links;

· Settlements (50 addressable properties) above 500 feet links; 

· Urban (>500 pupils) / rural (>300 pupils) school links; and

· Other sections of the highway network to ensure route continuity.


For information Table 2 below lists those locations which correspond with the feedback received during the 2018/19 season.
Table 2
	Location 
	To be included in Proposed Precautionary Salting Network for 2019/2020

	Eagle Tavern to Pretty Oak, Combe St Nicholas
	Yes

	Old A303, Ilminster to South Petherton
	Yes

	Old A303, Bayford Hill, Wincanton
	Yes

	Tintinhull Road, Yeovil
	Yes

	A3066, Haselbury Plucknett
	Yes

	South Molton Road, Simonsbath
	Yes

	Kings Drive & Ascot Drive, Bridgwater
	Yes

	Shipham Gorge
	Yes

	Stoke St Michael & Leigh upon Mendip
	Yes

	Halecombe
	Yes

	Whatley
	Yes

	Axbridge
	Yes

	Withypool
	Yes

	Ash Lane, Winsford
	Yes

	Brompton Regis
	Yes

	Luxborough
	Yes

	Huish Champflower & Clatworthy
	Yes

	Churchinford
	Yes

	Chard to Pretty Oak via Combe St Nicholas
	Yes

	Holcombe & Coleford
	Yes

	Enmore Main Road & Cothelstone Hill
	Yes

	North Curry & Stoke St Gregory
	Yes

	B3151 Bondip Hill, Ilchester
	Yes

	Townsend, Ilminster to A30
	Yes

	Lopen Head to Broadshard, via Merriott
	Yes

	Western Avenue & Thorne Lane, Yeovil
	Yes

	B3081 Evercreech & Milton Clevedon
	Yes

	B3135 Cheddar Gorge
	Yes


Next Steps
The views of County Councillors are now sought on the list of proposed intervention criteria shown in Table 1. Once Councillors views have been received this will then be used to finalise the precautionary gritting routes and issued to our highway maintenance contractor, Skanska, to enable them to prepare for the start of the winter season. Once we have completed the review of the precautionary gritting network, we will then consider the provision of roadside salt and grit bins with a view to improving how we support and enable community self-help. 
Please send any feedback on the revised criteria to David Peake, Area Highways Manager (Winter Service Lead Officer) by 28th June 2019 - contact details listed below. 

	For more information please contact: 
	Name: David Peake
Email: DAPeake@somerset.gov.uk
Telephone: 07747 622625
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