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The Somerset Fund

Somerset County Council and Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) are working together to inspire and encourage Somerset businesses and families to donate to The Somerset Fund.

Local businesses and families donate to The Somerset Fund which then provides grants to small, local charities in Somerset, with the added bonus of having 50% matched funding in place to encourage donations. This means that for every £1,000 donated, £500 of matched funding is released. 

· Donors to the Fund can also benefit from opportunities to volunteer with local charities, PR opportunities and regular events to network with other supporters 

· The Somerset Fund offers a compelling and effective solution for companies who may struggle to identify charities to support, or who want to support a range of good causes locally. 

· It also helps to provide vital funding for grassroots charities and community groups who lack funding and skills to market themselves to funders 

· The Fund supports a range of causes including: reducing loneliness and isolation, improving mental health, supporting people with disabilities and life-limiting illnesses and giving disadvantaged young people the best start in life. 

Our progress so far
The first round of grants from The Somerset Fund was made in May 2019, with over £26,000 in grants made to almost 30 groups across the county. Grants supported a wide range of organisations – three examples are below:

· Frome Birth Talk received a grant of £1,500 to support their counselling service for women during pregnancy and the year after birth. One mum said of the service “I used the free counselling service when I was pregnant and it was essential to help me through. Without it, I would have felt very alone, vulnerable and lost.”
· Street Men’s Shed received a grant of £1,000 to help them refurbish a new premises. They support 50 local people, may of whom have mental health issues or declining physical health, giving them a space to socialise, learn new skills and open up to others, reducing loneliness and isolation.

· 1st Huntspill and Highbridge Scouts received a grant of £1,250 to help them make repairs to their scout hut. The group serves a community of high disadvantage, and the volunteers fundraise constantly to make sure they can offer access to camps and trips to young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Our aim is to have a second round of grants in the autumn, but to do that, we need to grow the level of support from local businesses to enable us to build a pot of funding. 

Somerset Community Foundation have several businesses signed up with The Somerset Fund as their charity of the year for 2019, and are working hard to secure more pledges from businesses throughout the year to build the fund. Please help us spread the word to local businesses in your area. 

Further information is available at: www.somersetcf.org.uk/tsf 
	Our ask of Councillors:

We looking to make connections to local businesses who might like to contribute to the Fund, so if you are able to make and introductions / suggestions of who to approach this would be very welcome. If you are able to help with this, then please contact: laura.blake@somersetcf.org.uk 

or Phone: 01749 344949
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