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Members Improving Lives Grant Scheme

What does the scheme aim to do?

As part of supporting the County Council’s prevention agenda, £2,000 is available to each County Councillor to put forward up to four grant proposals, between 1st September and 30 November 2019, to improve the lives of local communities.  The focus of the scheme is to empower communities and groups to take responsibility for local action, help people to become better integrated in their own communities and to reduce pressure on local services.  
Grants should support the priorities of Somerset County Council as seen below:

· A thriving and productive county that is ambitious, confident and focused on improving people's lives

· A county of resilient, well-connected and compassionate communities working to reduce inequalities

· A county where all partners actively work together for the benefit of our residents, communities and businesses and the environment in which we all live

· A county that provides you with right information, advice and guidance to help you help yourself and targets support to those who need it most

How can the money be spent?
The fundamental principle is that the Improving Lives Grant Scheme should benefit residents in a member’s own division; however, two or more members may still submit a joint proposal benefiting their respective divisions or a wider area. 
In all cases, the grants provided must be for projects within Somerset.

	You can
	You can’t

	· Apply for up to £2,000 between 1st September and 30th November 2019

· Support a maximum of 4 projects with no minimum amount

	· Commit to a project in which you have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, Personal or Prejudicial Interest - unless you clearly set out the details of your interest in your application


	· Support projects inside your electoral division
	· Support a project that is ‘ultra vires’ for the County or is contrary to Council policy


	· Consult partners to guard against duplication and double funding

· Attract and secure matched funding or third party sponsorship
· Make combined allocations with other Members to support larger projects
	· Carry forward funds – unspent allocations will be returned to SCC on 1st December, late applications will not be accepted after the 30th November 2019 deadline
· Commit to on-going funding beyond use of this grant


	NB. Combined applications only require one application form.  This will need to be signed by all contributing Members indicating allocations from each
	· Use the budget for making hospitality payments
· Seek to fund lobbying, political activity or general electoral division publicity
· Make payments to individuals in their own right or support initiatives where the final beneficiary is an identifiable individual or family other than those identified through a subsequent transparent selection process

· Payments should not be used for salaries or any project which could leave an on-going liability 


	Examples of the type of spend that would be considered appropriate include:

· Projects to reduce loneliness/isolation and promote social interaction 

· Projects to support stronger families and parenting support

· Gardening and healthy eating projects 

· Falls prevention projects
· Projects to promote emotional health and wellbeing
· Projects supporting use of outdoor amenities and developing mental wellbeing




Application process

An electronic application form has been created that is to be completed for each bid.  This can be completed by yourself or by a representative of the bidding organisation however the application must be sent from your official SCC email address to communities@somerset.gov.uk .  
Early applications are encouraged to help with the smooth administration of the scheme.  
Please ensure all information requested is included on the form to save time and enable your application to be processed quickly.  Additional useful information can accompany the application form on a separate sheet
Other Support

If you identify an organisation or group which may also need assistance with business planning, sourcing or applying for funding or recruiting volunteers then your local voluntary sector infrastructure organisation may be able to assist and help. 

· Spark Somerset: South Somerset, Mendip and Sedgemoor
Visit: http://www.sparksomerset.org.uk/ or phone 01460 202970         
· Engage: Taunton and West Somerset
Visit: http://www.engagews.org.uk/ or phone 01643 707123

Community Council for Somerset support a range of initiatives including support for village halls and community buildings, community and neighbourhood planning

Visit: https://somersetrcc.org.uk/ or phone 01823 331222.
The Somerset Community Foundation also administer a number of other grant funds in Somerset with further information available via: https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/ 
	Further information:

Application forms, guidance and further information can be accessed via www.somerset.gov.uk/communityfunding 

If you have a query regarding the fund or a project you would like to support then please email communities@somerset.gov.uk or speak to Liam Bleeks 01823 359414  

or Chris Phillips 01823 359243.
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