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‘Somerset Trends’: The Somerset Local Economic Assessment (LEA) 2019/20
A new, dedicated website called ‘Somerset Trends’ (www.somersettrends.org.uk) has been launched, hosting extensive data and analyses relating to economic and social trends within Somerset. This new resource fulfils an SCC statutory duty to maintain a Local Economic Assessment (LEA) of the county, as per the ‘Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009’. 
Previous Somerset LEAs (2011, 2013 & 2016) were standard document-type publications. This new online format makes use of new technology and software to present data in a more attractive and interactive way. It allows users to essentially ‘play with’ or interrogate the data. It also means that data can be kept as ‘live’ as possible, with regular (and in some cases automatic) updates of local, regional and national statistical information. 
Somerset Trends hosts data across nine key topic areas: Demography, Growth & Productivity, Employment & Workforce, Business, Industries & Sectors, Wages & Wellbeing, Skills Education & Training, Economic Geography and Climate. It includes a ‘Summary of Data’ from across these topics, as well as a distillation of ‘Key Policy Messages’ based on an interpretation of the data and existing/emerging policy trends. It also provides a repository of dedicated reports which have been commissioned by SCC and/or partners. 
Somerset Trends provides an evidence base from which to shape policy and strategy, as well as inform project development and bids for funding, but as a publicly available website this new resource can be accessed by anyone interested in learning more about the Somerset economy. In the immediate term, the data and analyses presented will be used to inform the forthcoming refresh of the Somerset Growth Plan in 2020.

Somerset Trends already goes beyond what previous LEAs included in terms of the level of data and analyses presented, but it remains a foundation to be built upon, as new data is captured, new research is commissioned, and the policy context evolves.
Work will now commence on promoting Somerset Trends within SCC and to external partners and stakeholders. Informal workshops will be organised for officers and members wishing to learn more about this resource, its functionality, and how it can be used to support their own work, the details of which will be forthcoming in Our Somerset. 
The website can be accessed via this link: www.somersettrends.org.uk 
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