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	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Update about leaving the EU - February 2020
Now that the UK has left the EU (31 January 2020) with a Withdrawal Agreement in place, I am writing to let you know what the next phase is for us as a County Council.

There is a transition period until the end of 2020 while the UK and EU negotiate additional arrangements.

The current rules on trade, travel, and business for the UK and EU will continue to apply during the transition period, with new rules taking effect on 1 January 2021.
Our Brexit Team has been suspended and the council has moved to a ‘business as usual’ phase of the project. It has been agreed to suspend the team, rather than close it permanently, in case we need to scale up activities later in the year.
Going Forward we will be known as the EU Transition Team and references to ‘Brexit’ will cease as per government instructions. We are now working on the following areas to prepare the organisation for January 2021:

1. Promoting and encouraging EU nationals to apply for Settled Status by the deadline of June 2021. 
2. Monitoring any economic, social or community cohesion impact on the Somerset community.

You can help by sign-posting your contacts who are EU nationals living here to apply for Settled Status. People must do this by June 2021.  You can find more information via our website or on the Government website
Please continue to email the EU Transition Team with anything you would like to inform us of or ask us about on BrexitTeam@somerset.gov.uk as we will still be monitoring the inbox.
For more information please visit:
-Gov.uk website.   www.gov.uk/transition
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