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THE ENVIRONMENT BILL
The Environment Bill was reintroduced in Parliament on 30th January 2020. 

The Bill sets out how government plans to protect and improve the natural environment in the UK. The date for the 2nd Reading of the Bill has not yet been set.

The Bill is similar to the one originally introduced in October 2019 and has sections covering:

· Governance – Office of Environmental Protection to hold government to account for meeting environmental duties and targets, including the statutory target to reduce all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050

· Waste – extended producer responsibility, consistency, deposit return schemes, and waste crime

· Air quality – commitment to set a statutory target to reduce fine particulate matter, and a new framework and powers for councils

· Nature – biodiversity net gain, nature recovery network and local strategies, tree conservation

· Water – powers to direct water companies to work together on sustainable water resources planning and management.

There are two new elements in the Bill to the one introduced in the autumn:

· Powers to stop the exports of polluting plastic waste to developing (non-OECD) countries
· Government to conduct a review every two years of significant developments in international legislation on the environment to ensure the UK keeps abreast of this and reflects it in future environmental protection legislation and targets 
The Rt Hon Theresa Villiers MP, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs who introduced the Bill says that Local government has a vital role to play responding to challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and environmental risks to public health at a local level. Local government can lead specific and locally appropriate responses and driving innovation. She says that Local government must be empowered to play a key part in delivering the environmental action needed locally.  

The Bill bolsters the role of local leaders on tackling environmental issues by providing additional powers and flexibilities to deliver action through:
· improved and increased powers to take more effective action to tackle the environmental challenges; 

· greater certainty on how to plan effectively for the local environment, including taking a strategic look at how to improve nature in locally; 

· mandating biodiversity net gain to provide more certainty and simplicity for developers, and ensuring that all new developments enhance biodiversity and help deliver thriving natural spaces for communities 

· ensuring that producers can be held responsible for the full net costs of managing products at end of life, reducing financial burdens on local authorities from waste management, including litter collection

· stronger abilities to improve health and social outcomes for citizens; and 

· supporting place shapers through new tools and data for effective spatial planning. 

A digital version and further information on the Bill can be found at:

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html 

the Bill Policy Statement can be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-bill-2020/30-january-2020-environment-bill-2020-policy-statement. 
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