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Grant Funding Update
The below update serves to provide you with a grant funding update and further information is available in the attached slide pack.
The Somerset Coronavirus Appeal
Somerset County Council has supported Somerset Community Foundation to set up the Somerset Coronavirus Appeal to raise funds for local charitable groups that are supporting the most vulnerable people affected by the outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) and, looking ahead, to ensure that when the time is right we can help our communities recover well.
The fund has now raised over £640,000 and given out 119 grants worth £332k.  Grants of up to £10,000 are available and to apply groups need to complete a short application form available via: www.somersetcf.org.uk/coronavirus.  For information on how to donate to the appeal visit: https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/appeal .  

You can now explore an interactive map which shows the grants they have awarded, the different types of projects they are funding, and gives a sense of how donations have been focused in the most affected communities. Explore the map here
Support through Spark Somerset 
As you will be aware we are working closely with Spark Somerset to help join up the county’s approach to volunteering  through using https://www.corona-helpers.co.uk/ and to help support groups Spark Somerset have developed a number of online resources for groups and are delivering a free programme of webinars for Somerset’s voluntary and community groups. 
In addition, to support groups in identifying funding opportunities, Spark Somerset have launched a new funding portal to support groups which is completely free to access! Visit www.sparksomerset.org.uk/somerset-funding-portal  Groups can also join Spark Somerset’s Facebook Group for Somerset Fundraisers.

 
Spark Somerset can be contacted via: 01460 202970 or email support@sparksomerset.org.uk. 
The Somerset Fund
As you will be aware Somerset County Council and Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) have been and continue to work together to inspire and encourage Somerset businesses and families to donate to The Somerset Fund.

The Somerset Fund was established in late 2018 and has raised nearly £70,000 to-date.  A summary as to the impact the fund has had to-date is attached.  Once things have stabilised later in the year, further funding from The Somerset Fund will look to be released.

Further information is available at: www.somersetcf.org.uk/tsf or contact laura.blake@somersetcf.org.uk or Phone: 01749 344949
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