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Somerset Local Outbreak Management Plan published
The Somerset Local Outbreak Management Plan was published as required by Government on 30 June, and is available on the SCC website in full and summary versions.

The plan builds on existing, well-established outbreak control processes between Public Health England’s local Health Protection Team for the South West, SCC Public Health and District Council Environmental Health Officers.  A new plan is required because of the unique challenges and scale of the Coronavirus pandemic, to ensure that here in Somerset we both prevent outbreaks, and stamp them out when they do occur as quickly as possible.

To date, there is no vaccine or treatment for COVID-19, the only way we can prevent spread of the virus is through the behavior of all of us.  There is a need for everyone to stick to the infection control measures, including regular hand washing and social distancing.  Given we are going to need to be living with these measures for quite some time, we need to continue to engage with people and proactively promote these and keep them in people’s minds.  They need to become habit.  There is a significant element of this plan which is about proactively supporting and encouraging good infection control practice.

The second element of this plan is the actual management of outbreaks of the disease when we get them.  We have already managed approximately 70 outbreaks across Somerset since March.  Much of this work is the ‘bread and butter’ of what we do as a public health team behind the scenes.  Our public health team, working with Public Health England and Environmental Health Colleagues are very used to managing outbreaks of all kinds of infectious diseases.  This second element of the plan details how we will closely track the local epidemic (you have seen our local dashboard) and seek to recognise outbreaks or clusters of the disease early and act swiftly to reduce the spread of infection.  

There are several ways in which we work to reduce infection rates including isolation of cases, cleaning, use of PPE, increased testing etc.  Each setting and outbreak is different and often requires different measures.  ‘Local Lockdowns’ which have been the attention of much media activity nationally are just one measure and many more would be used to reduce transmission before that would be considered.  There are still discussions going on at a national level about whether new powers would be given to local areas to take these kinds of decisions.  In the meantime, we will focus on preventing the need for them in the first place by aiming to keep control of outbreaks.  We have clear lines to escalate the situation if we felt we needed additional powers.
There are two new Boards set up as part of the plan:

· The Covid-19 Health Protection Board, chaired by the Director of Public Health is the engine room of the response, reviewing data and trends and directing action as needed.

· The Somerset Covid-19 Engagement Board is chaired by the Leader of SCC, and has been established to provide oversight, scrutiny and challenge, and to ensure accurate, up-to-date and meaningful communication and engagement with all stakeholders and residents.
You can read the full Plan here or the summary here.
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