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	Melissa Neill, Climate Change Communications Manager


	Relevant SLT Director and sign-off date: 
	Michele Cusack – Director of Economic and Community Infrastructure Commissioning
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	Date: 
	06/10/2020


	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Dear Members,

The draft Climate Emergency Strategy, developed by the five councils in Somerset has now been published at the website at www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency 
In January this year people in Somerset were invited to have their say about the global Climate Emergency and Somerset’s plans to become carbon neutral by 2030.

The key themes in Somerset’s Draft Climate Emergency Strategy are energy, transport, built environment, business and industry, natural environment, farming and food, water, waste and communications.

The Climate Emergency Strategy outlines what action will be taken under each theme. In addition, in the Summary Strategy, some actions are given on how everyone can contribute to Somerset becoming carbon neutral by 2030.
Two surveys were carried out earlier this year for 11 to 18s and another for over 18s to help shape the draft plan.

A series of ‘have your say’ drop in events were also held in each district area and a business summit where people found out how the five councils in Somerset are working together on their approach to the Climate Emergency and how they aim to reduce carbon emissions by 2030. Over 5000 people took part in the surveys and drop in events. 
The results of the public feedback were used to inform the direction of Somerset’s draft Climate Emergency Strategy, which will now be going through a formal governance process, including through the scrutiny committees and full council meetings at each of the five councils. The strategy will be available to view by the public from 6 October 2020.
The full strategy and summary strategy with the details of all the plans for each key theme can be reviewed at www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency

	For more information please contact: 


	Name: The Climate Emergency Team
Email: ClimateEmergency@somerset.gov.uk
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