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Joint Council HPC Update – Information for all Members

	From:
	Joanna Whitehead, Service Manager – HPC Project on behalf of the four Councils involved in the HPC agreements:

North Somerset Council

Sedgemoor District Council

Somerset County Council

Somerset West and Taunton District Council


	Date: 
	7th December 2020


	To: 
	All Joint Councils’ Members




Update on the Hinkley Point C Project

Joint working – The four Councils are working closely to coordinate input to the Project.  This is particularly important during this time of change, when EDF Energy have indicated that the number of workers on site will need to exceed their assessed predictions next year.

Site Update – The liner cup has been positioned for Unit 1, and ring liners that build on top of this cup are due to be lifted in due course.  The intake tunnel for unit 1 is nearing completion and works are commencing on the outfall pipe.  This process will be repeated on unit 2, where EDF hope to achieve efficiencies in time and cost through lessons learned. The workforce number over 24hrs is reported to be around 4500 but fluctuates depending on site activities.  Favourable weather has helped the progress on site.

Dredging – The mud sampling is now complete, and the samples are going through the independent testing process.  This relates to establishing the levels of radioactive material and particles ahead of a planned dredge of the sediment for the intake heads of the cooling tunnels.  The dredging process is licensed by Natural Resources Wales and Marine Management Organisation.  Natural Resources Wales have conducted public consultation and will do so again before dredging.

Workforce Update – 

Covid 19 – EDF Energy are working closely with Public Health teams at Somerset County Council, and with nearby communities.  They have, their own track and trace team, testing facilities, heat sensitive cameras, routine testing of all new recruits prior to going on site, and clear guidance for any worker who experiences symptoms or has a positive test.  Concern has been raised regarding those who test positive and where they are going to recover and isolate if they are not home based.  Guidance is clear that they should go to their normal work accommodation and not to travel back to their home base.  This is to prevent spread of the virus. Landlords have been largely accepting of this.  Numbers of positive cases of Covid-19 are not statistically unusual within the workforce, and the Office for Nuclear Regulation keeps the impact of this under review in its visits.

Workforce Uplift – in the early part of 2020, an initial meeting was held with EDF to hear about the need  to increase the size of the workforce on site beyond the 5,600 originally assumed., The Joint Councils continue to work with EDF to understand the key assumptions upon which their assessment will be based, in particular the proportion of home-based to non-home-based workers and the likely geographical distribution of the workers - which EDF considers will follow patterns that have been experienced to date.  We are also working with EDF to establish appropriate methodologies for assessment where the current focus is around Accommodation, Workforce Development, and Transport. Other topic considerations including Health, Community Safety and Environment will quickly follow once the core assumptions have been established/ validated. 

The Councils wrote to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) in July who have now responded. Their response signposts the Joint Councils to the relevant Regulations which would be used by PINS and the Secretary of State should an application from EDF be necessary/ forthcoming. Notably, the response does not highlight any concerns from PINS in respect of the discussions that are currently in place between the Joint Councils and EDF in taking the issue forward. We have therefore concluded that we should continue our work with EDF on the workstreams and assessments. Only when the assessments are complete will we be able to agree together what our next actions should be. 

The Joint Councils have highlighted that a plan for communications that incorporates our own organisations, elected members, stakeholders and importantly, the community, needs to be agreed.   This will be achieved before the Christmas break.

Planning issues – HPC is progressing a number of planning related items.  Of particular note are the non-material material change to the DCO sought involving a number of the on-site buildings, the potential material amendment to the DCO in respect of the acoustic fish deterrent, Combwich Wharf works and noise management, and ongoing discussion about EDF’s proposal to defer the delivery of the Bristol Road/Wylds Road scheme to post peak of the project. 

In relation to the acoustic fish deterrent, EDF has appealed to the Secretary of State against the Environment Agency’s deemed refusal of the application to vary its permit conditions at HPC. The appeal to the Secretary of State will be heard by PINS which has powers delegated by the Secretary of State to deal with environmental permit appeals. EDF has requested that the case should be heard at a Public Inquiry.

Hinkley Point B - Whilst this note relates to Hinkley Point C, it is relevant to raise that it was announced to the Hinkley Point B Stakeholder group that the decommissioning of the B station will commence no later than July 2022.  This is earlier than indicated in the EDF Planning Note received in the summer this year.  The impacts of this will be discussed, and this includes workforce considerations along with the planning regulations/processes.

	For more information, please contact your most appropriate Local Authority as follows: 
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	Alastair Shankland

Email:   Alastair.Shankland@n-somerset.gov.uk 
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	Doug Bamsey

Email: doug.bamsey@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
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	Joanna Whitehead

Email: jwhitehead@somerset.gov.uk 
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	Robert Downes

Email: R.Downes@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk 
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