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Food Support for families in Somerset over Christmas
Somerset County Council, in partnership with the District Councils and Clinical Commissioning Group have pledged £1 million from the County Council budget and the Winter COVID Grant to support Children and families in Somerset during the Christmas Holiday and over the winter:
· We have provided £650,000 to schools and colleges to fund vouchers or food to meet the needs of children/students on free school meals for the 2 week Christmas 2020 holiday and 1 week February Half Term holiday 2021. The allocation includes an uplift of 15% so that schools have the discretion to provide vouchers or food to other children who they consider would benefit from this support. The funding equates to £15 per child per week. 
· Families with children under 4 on low income may be able to claim weekly Healthy Start Vouchers https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/ which gives parents £3.10 going up to £4.25 in April to help buy healthy food, vitamins and milk. Health visitor teams have been provided with a fund of £26,000 to give extra support to parents over Christmas. 
·  £32,000 has been allocated to Somerset Works (an ESF funded project) to provide vouchers for young people (16 to 18) who are not in Employment Education and training (NEET) and apprentices in need at Christmas. 

· £300,000 has also been allocated to support schools and early years settings to set up or expand meal clubs or develop a community food project e.g. a community larder or allotment scheme.  In allocating the funds, prioritisation will be given to settings and schools in areas of high deprivation and areas that are rurally isolated.  
Other support that is available to your families over Christmas and the winter:

· The Village Agents Village Agents | Find an Agent (somersetagents.org) can provide confidential, practical community-based solutions to families. They have access to meals and other food supplies and are working with a range of community groups across the county to ensure people of all ages are able to get the support they need this Christmas including support with winter fuel. 
· Mindline offers support to parents and young people concerned about mental health issues and emotional wellbeing. This service is 24 hours, 7 days a week on 01823 276 892
· The Coronavirus helpline 0300 790 6275 also offers a range of support to people of all ages, including:

· Personal care and support
· Advice about  food and delivery of prescriptions

· Support for the homeless

· Emotional support if feeling worried or anxious

· Transport to medical appointments

· Waste collection and disposal

· Financial support

Attached is a leaflet which we would be grateful if you could publicise in your local area. 

This funding is in addition to money that has already been allocated to provide support to people of all ages who are most at risk during the pandemic.  This has enabled us to ensure we have food and access to personal, financial and emotional support in the community to meet demand over the winter. 
There is additional money in the budget that will be used to ensure we are able to meet any increase in demand.  
	For more information please contact: 
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