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UK Community Renewal Fund 2021-22
The Government announced £220 million investment in the UK Community Renewal Fund (UKCRF) in its budget on the 3 March 2021.  The intended to replace EU investment opportunities and to be a pre-cursor to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which will be government’s flagship policy in delivering its commitment to levelling up the country from 2022 onwards.
The aim of the UKCRF is to support people and communities most in need across the UK, creating opportunities to trial new approaches and innovative ideas at the local level.  The fund will strengthen the relationship between the UK government and places across the UK through government working directly with local partners to ensure that funding decisions will be directed where it is needed most.

The UKCRF aims to support innovative responses to local challenges and local need across the UK, spanning urban, rural and coastal areas with a focus on testing greater integration between types of intervention and greater flexibility between investment themes than under previous EU funding.
The UKCRF will be delivered by lead authorities for each of the 100 priority areas as defined by government.  (Priority areas were designated by government based on an index of economic resilience, comprising measures of productivity, household income, unemployment, skills and population density).The lead authority for Somerset is Somerset County Council and the priority places for Somerset have been defined by government as Mendip, Sedgemoor and South Somerset.  

Somerset County Council as lead authority will be responsible for developing a strategic response and inviting project proposals from a range of local applicants (voluntary and community sector organizations, local education providers and district councils).  A prioritized pipeline based on appraisal of the projects will then be produced.   A shortlist, up to a maximum of £3m per place will be developed for submission to government.  The deadline for submission of the priority pipeline to government is 18 June 2021.

The government has defined four investment priorities that project proposals should align with:

· Investment in skills
· Investment in local business
· Investment in communities and place
· Supporting people into employment
All Somerset project proposals will also be expected to align with local priorities as defined in the Somerset Recovery and Growth Plan.
Funding confirmation is expected in July 2021 with project delivery taking place between then and March 2022. (However this is a highly competitive process and there is no guarantee that Somerset will be successful in attracting funding).
Somerset County Council will be opening the process and inviting applications for the Community Renewal Fund on 7 April 2021 and will be holding a series of online workshops for interested parties to provide information to support applications.
Further information is available on the Somerset Council website here
· Please note: The Community Renewal Fund and the Levelling Up Fund are both currently providing funding opportunities  across Somerset.
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