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National Bus Strategy
The government recently announced the new National Bus Strategy – ‘Bus Back Better’. Under this new strategy the expectation is that Local Transport Authority’s (LTA’s) will enter into Enhanced Partnership Agreements will local bus operators across the LTA to develop and deliver improvements across local bus services and enhance the experience for passengers. Alternatively, where deemed appropriate LTAs can seek to pursue the ‘Franchising’ route but would be required to commit to an Enhanced Partnership in the meantime. The timescales for each stage are set out below:

	Date
	Requirement

	16th April 2021
	Deadline for LTAs to request £100k flat funding from the DfT to help establish an Enhanced Partnership

Note: SCC has submitted this request and await the offer letter with confirmation of the conditions

	End of June 2021
	LTAs to commit to establishing an Enhanced Partnership (EP). Future Covid related bus grants will be dependent on establishing an EP.

	End of October 2021
	All LTAs are required to publish a Local Bus Service Improvement Plan, detailing how they propose to use their powers to improve services.

	By April 2022
	Delivery of Enhanced Partnerships 

	From April 2022
	The new discretionary forms of bus funding from Government will only be available to services operated, or measures taken, under an Enhanced Partnership or where a franchising scheme has been made.


Objectives of the National Bus Strategy:
	Objective
	Details/Expectations

	To provide more frequent buses
	In rural areas this could be more feeder routes into the main network

	Faster and more reliable buses
	A significant increase in bus priority and traffic regulations to complement walking and cycling schemes

	Easier to understand
	Journey planning websites and Apps, heavy promotion of public buses

	Easier to use
	common tickets, daily capping, contactless payments, flat fares in urban areas

	Better to ride in
	more comfortable, high spec, usb charging, wifi, luggage capacity

	Better co-ordinated/ more comprehensive
	Evenings/weekends - use new DRT in smaller towns and villages

	Cheaper
	low flat fares in towns and cities, lower point to point fares elsewhere

	Better integration
	with rail stations, interoperable tickets and integrated tickets with rail. Expansion of P&R, rural bus services to carry bikes

	Accessibility
	not just on buses but at bus stations, bus stops and next stop announcements on buses

	Safe mode of transport
	CCTV on board and at bus stops, RTI showing when the bus is arriving so passengers don't have to wait on the street. More DRT at night


LTAs must develop Local Bus Service Improvement Plans which strive to achieve the objectives of the National Bus Strategy. The Plans will then influence the share of government’s £3bn of transformation funding that each LTA receives. Continuation of the Covid related bus service grants will also be dependent on the LTA committing to an Enhanced Partnership. Plans need to be developed in collaboration with local bus operators, community transport bodies as well as local businesses, services and people.

Further guidance on establishing an Enhanced Partnership is due to be published shortly and conversations are commencing with local operators. All requirements and implications are being considered and if the decision is to pursue an Enhanced Partnership then full stakeholder consultation/engagement will be undertaken.
	For more information please contact: 
	Name: Natasha Bates
Email: NBates@somerset.gov.uk
Telephone: 07977 412391
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