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Contain Outbreak Management Funding for Parish and Town Councils

Please can you ensure that parishes that you represent are aware of this opportunity
A new £500,000 fund is being launched by Somerset County Council to help towns and parishes reopen community facilities safely and bring people back together. 
As national coronavirus restrictions ease, the County Council is working in partnership with Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) to help towns and parishes open up village halls, meeting rooms and other facilities in a Covid-secure way.

The fund is about supporting people to feel safe and confident as the restrictions ease after lockdown and to encourage people to use their village halls and facilities to meet, re-establish support groups and activities in a measured responsible way.  The safe reopening will reassure people that they can reconnect with their communities after long months of isolation and remove some of the anxieties they may have around social mixing.

The money is being allocated by Somerset County Council from Contain Outbreak Management Funding (COMF), provided by the Department for Health and Social Care to support public health activities directly related to the Covid-19 response. 

The fund is due to launch in September 2021 and applications will close 30 September 2021.  

The fund will be led and administered by SALC with support from the County Council. Communities with parish meetings will also be able to apply and SALC will be sending further details to parish and town councils in August 2021.
We are working with Somerset West and Taunton to explore linkages with the unparished fund of Taunton which will have a separate process
The underlying aims for the fund are to support:

1) Opening Up Safely – to make community facilities COVID-19 secure

2) Reconnecting Communities – recognising that some people will have been very isolated and may be concerned about mixing again and so encouraging / supporting them to get out safely and into activities

All parishes will be encouraged to apply for up to £1,500 of funding.  

Subject to available funds there will be scope to consider additional funding where bids demonstrate:

· Parish and town councils working together, 

· Providing support to those disproportionately impacted (e.g. vulnerable groups, BAME, older people or those with pre-existing health conditions who were previously isolating) 

· Promoting equality and inclusion and fostering good relations

· Considering sustainability where it is an ongoing initiative including how the project will be funded in the future.

List of eligible items in terms of opening up safely is expected to largely include:

Provision of increased cleaning and cleaning equipment, hand sanitiser, COVID-19 signage / posters, or other resources needed to support infection control measures in parish and town facilities.
Reconnecting 
Examples of initiatives to help people reconnect include:

· Projects to support and promote safe social interaction at community level e.g. coffee mornings, outdoor activities and small-scale community events
· Projects which promote the Five Ways to Wellbeing
· Projects which help to address health inequalities and improve lives of vulnerable or less advantaged groups are particularly encouraged
For guidance for the safe use of council buildings and community facilities visit:

· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-council-buildings/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-council-buildings 
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-multi-purpose-community-facilities
· Spark Somerset Covid Confident Communities Booklet - has been designed to help those who want to get out and about to gather safely again and to support community spaces to reopen 
https://www.sparksomerset.org.uk/resource-library/33 

· Community Council for Somerset (CCS) CCS offers a friendly, independent service providing local expert advice and practical support to volunteers managing community buildings and village halls in Somerset.  For further information visit https://ccslovesomerset.org/community-buildings/ 
	For more information please contact: 


	Jeff Brown

Service Manager, Stronger Communities

Email: JBrown@somerset.gov.uk 

Phone: 07971 658522
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