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Stepping up Emergency Preparedness in Somerset Communities 
Somerset residents are invited to sign up to free, interactive online training with emergency responders and volunteer organisations throughout October, organised by the Somerset Prepared partnership, which includes Somerset's Local Authorities. 

The fourth annual Resilience event starts with live talks on Monday 4th October, and aims to help communities become better prepared for emergencies as well as looking at wider preparedness measures that anyone can take. 

Anyone who registers will receive an event pack and weekly emails signposting to pre-recorded videos and written toolkits on a variety of subjects. Interactive training sessions with national training provider Communities Prepared are on offer, alongside live online presentations from emergency and community organisations, as well as national flood resilience expert Mary Dhonau. 

The sessions will feature a range of speakers and subjects, including: 

· Mary Dhonau & Environment Agency ( Property Flood Resilience

· Communities Prepared ( Risk Assessment ( Volunteer Insurance ( Volunteer Recruitment

· Somerset Local Authorities' Civil Contingencies Unit ( Voluntary Agencies and Animal Welfare Networks in Emergency Response and Recovery
( Emergency Plans
· SCC Communications Team ( Using Social Media in Flooding Emergencies
· Somerset Rivers Authority Community Team ( Emergency Plans ( How Water is Managed in Somerset ( Preparing for the Challenges of Climate Change
· Avon & Somerset Police ( Crime Prevention ( Hate Crime ( Beat Surgeries
· South Western Ambulance Service ( Community Resilience

· Western Power ( Priority Vulnerable People Scheme

· Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue ( Home Safety

· Met Office ( Severe Weather Warning Service, Mobile App and Community Resilience

· Spark ( Funding Service for Voluntary and Community Organisations 
( Countywide Volunteer Service

· Community Council for Somerset ( Food Resilience ( Community Buildings ( Mental Health

· Rotary Club ( Flood Bags

· Environment Agency ( Rapid Response ( Natural Flood Management ( River Levels Online

· Previsco ( Early Warning Systems
The event is also a great opportunity for groups to hear from each other, share their experiences and ask the experts. As well as the online training and talks, face-to-face events include an open evening for Langport and Huish Episcopi Flood Group. 

Participants are encouraged to share their experiences throughout October by tweeting Somerset Prepared (@SomersetPrepare) and using the hashtag #ImSomersetPrepared

To attend this free event, people can register their interest and book training sessions on the Somerset Prepared website www.somersetprepared.org.uk.
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Emma Giffard
Email: egiffard@somerset.gov.uk
Telephone: 07890 581048
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