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Covid-19 Transmission in Educational Settings

Case rates in 11-16 year olds are, for many local areas, the highest ever identified. Pressure on local and regional teams is significant and many areas are dealing with large numbers of school outbreaks. There is early evidence that case rates in this group are starting to stabilise and early indications from the Department for Education’s (DfE) published attendance data suggests the same. 
 
The current level of case rates, the number of outbreaks in settings and staff sickness are all impacting on attendance and causing educational disruption. Directors of Public Health, through the Association of Directors of Public Health (ADPH) shared their concerns with DfE regarding the current National Contingency Framework Managing coronavirus (COVID-19) in education and childcare settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) This framework describes a graduated response of control measures for schools to put in place, to control the spread of Covid-19.   

DfE has now updated the contingency framework to reflect the position for children and young people previously considered clinically extremely vulnerable no longer needing to shield and details on when increased Covid-19 testing can be recommended by Directors of Public Health. 

Recently, and due to ongoing concerns around negative PCR results after testing positive on a lateral flow device; the advice, particularly for school or college aged children, their parents and those working in education is if you tested positive on LFD and subsequently tested negative on PCR, prior to the 13 October, we strongly recommend you isolate and get a further PCR test to ensure you have not got Covid-19.

SCC Public Health and the UK Health Security Agency have been working with Somerset Schools and Colleges and SCC PH have run training sessions and set up a toolkit COVID-19 School Toolkit | Support Services for Education that is accessible to all schools’ staff to help them respond to cases. Additionally, the Public Health response team continue to work with schools on an individual basis when they have cases, to undertake a risk assessment and put in place necessary control measures.  
 
SCC PH advice remains consistent with national guidance: 
· Only use twice weekly LFD testing for asymptomatic cases  
· Make sure you do an LFD test according to the instructions and at least 30 minutes before or after eating or drinking 
· If you get a positive LFD test or have symptoms, self-isolate and get a PCR. Use the supervised PCR testing route at test centre to get the best quality test 
· If children have symptoms and get a negative PCR, they should stay off school until symptoms resolve. They are infectious for something else that will spread in school and contribute to absence 
· Encourage secondary school age children to wear face coverings in crowded or enclosed places, for example on school transport 
· Take up the offer of vaccination  

The Somerset County Council Covid-19 Toolkit, includes training, resources and tools published on the Support Services for Education website COVID-19 School Toolkit | Support Services for Education.  
 
Alongside the toolkit, weekly Public Health Covid news updates are sent to all Somerset schools via the schools’ bulletin and published on the SSE website. 
 
· Outbreak management training presentation  
· Template letters for communication to parents 
· Single Case Flowchart  
· Local Outbreak Management Template  
· Covid-19: new posters from Somerset Public Health to help people through the testing process | Support Services for Education  
· Somerset Public Health Schools Outbreak Management session recording 31 August 2021 - YouTube  
 
Educational staff are doing a fantastic job, working relentlessly to try and ensure children and young people can access their education. Keeping lines of communication open in this challenging time is vital to maintaining confidence in the protective measures that are advised and protecting the well-being of staff and pupils. 

Regardless of the increasing demand, the SCCPH team make every effort to respond to schools the same day and have plenty of capacity to offer support to all affected schools via sccphincidentroom@somerset.gov.uk .  
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