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Somerset secures £3.6m of Community Renewal Funding

Government announced the successful projects to benefit from Community Renewal Funding on 3 November 2021.  Projects with a total value of just over £3.6m have been awarded funding in Somerset.
Government launched the Community Renewal Fund at its budget in March 2021, to provide funding opportunities ahead of the launch of the Shared Prosperity Fund.

Somerset County Council invited applications to the fund, working with District Councils submitted a shortlist of priority projects to Government for consideration.  Eighteen projects covering skills development, business support, culture and climate change initiatives were submitted.
The successful initiatives selected by Government for funding and will support the delivery of priorities laid out in the Somerset Recovery & Growth Plan.
The eight successful projects are:
· Bridgwater Carnival Workshops Design and Feasibility – £270,300

· Engage Somerset - £570,872

· Partnership College - £658,846

· Social Enterprise Support Programme for Somerset (SEPS) - £601,399

· Somerset Retrofit Accelerator (pilot project) - £93,502

· Step-Up to…mobile outreach - £394,744

· Unlocking Somerset Prosperity - £726,479

· Velocity: VCSE Somerset - £322,876
*Summary of successful applications attached for information.
All project activity is to be delivered by 30 June 2022

Funding Agreements are currently being drafted, but projects can begin at risk and we are the process of communicating with the successful projects so that they can begin mobilising.
	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Melanie Roberts
Email: MRoberts@somerset.gov.uk



UK Community Renewal Fund – Somerset – Successful Projects

	Project Name
	Lead Organisation
	Project Summary
	Project delivery location
	Value

	Unlocking Somerset Prosperity
	Somerset County Council
	Business Support Programme aiming to deliver innovative support for up 210 businesses and entrepreneurs
	Countywide
	£726,479

	Partnership College
	Somerset County Council
	NEETs programme to provide specialist bespoke support to overcome barriers to education & employment
	Countywide
	£658,846

	STEP-Up to mobile outreach
	Somerset County Council
	Outreach employment & skills service to provide opportunities for people living in rural areas
	Countywide
	£394,744

	Engage Somerset
	The Pluss Organisation CIC
	Project improve digital skills and inclusivity in rural communities
	Chard, Highfield & Glastonbury
	£570,872

	Social Enterprise Support Programme for Somerset
	School for Social Entrepreneurs
	Intensive 5-month learning programme to help community groups and voluntary organisations become more resilient & enterprising
	Countywide
	£601,399

	VELOCITY
	Project Cosmic
	Training & digital development in Somerset’s voluntary & community, and social enterprise sectors
	Countywide
	£322,876

	Somerset Retrofit Accelerator (Pilot)
	Mendip District Council
	Pilot Project to support Somerset’s target for carbon neutrality by developing the supply chain & market for high quality, wholesale house retrofit across the county
	Countywide
	£93,502

	Bridgwater Carnival Workshops (Design & Feasibility)
	Bridgwater Guy Fawkes Carnival Committee
	Site feasibility and design work for the development of 16 new light industrial workshops to support a programme of cultural events in Bridgwater
	Bridgwater
	£270,300
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