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Changes to Bus Services in Somerset  
Patronage on local bus services in Somerset and across the Country fell dramatically during the covid 19 pandemic and despite the easing of restrictions passenger numbers have not recovered and currently stand at around 65% of pre-covid levels. The Department for Transport have acknowledged this and tasked bus operators and Local Authorities to work together to adjust timetables to take account of the new travel patterns emerging from the pandemic.     
To aid this transition the Department for Transport, through the new Local Transport Fund (LTF), are providing both bus operators and Local Authorities with continuing financial support between April and early October 2022. The aim of this funding is to maintain at least 80% of operator’s pre-covid mileage from June 2022 with an expectation that during this period services will be revised further to maintain the viability of commercial bus services and adjust supported bus services to new travel patterns where necessary. No further Central Government covid funding for bus services will be made available after October.

Over recent weeks we have held extensive discussions with Buses of Somerset who proposed to make a number of changes to their network in Somerset in early June 2022. These discussions have resulted in significant improvements to the original proposals reflecting the new working relationships between Local Authorities and bus operators introduced through the new Enhanced Partnership (EP). The resulting changes to bus services operated by Buses of Somerset in the County are outlined below. Also included in the list below are details of the replacement of service 68 between Yeovil and Yeovil Junction Station currently operated commercially by South West Coaches, which they are withdrawing due to significant loss of patronage and we are replacing initially using LTF funding to ensure this vital link is maintained.                           

Summary of Changes to Bus Services in Somerset from Monday 6 June 2022

Bridgwater Area

	Service No
	Route
	Details

	B1
	Penlea Estate - Sydenham Estate
	Revised route and timetable with all buses running on a one-way loop to serve Kings Drive and Bridgwater Hospital. Peak journeys am and pm withdrawn due to low patronage.

	B2
	Alfoxton Road -Kings Drive
	Withdrawn with unique parts of this route now served by service B1 Kings Drive and service 14 Alfoxton Road. 

	14
	Bridgwater – Cannington
	Revised route and timetable with most buses running via Alfoxton Road. First and last journeys to/from Nether Stowey withdrawn due to low patronage. Service no longer serves Bridgwater Hospital, but these journeys have been replaced by diverting service B1 into Bridgwater Hospital

	15
	Minehead – Bridgwater College
	Minor timetable change

	21
	Taunton – Bridgwater – Burnham -on-Sea
	Revised timetable with minor changes at peak times and in the evening.

	75/X75
	Wells - Bridgwater
	Revised route and Timetable - The 75 will run between Bridgwater and Glastonbury (Windmill Hill) only on most journeys with the exception of an 0720 journey from Wells to Bridgwater and a 1630/1635 journey from Bridgwater to Wells, which will now serve all stops as a 75 with the X75 withdrawn due to low patronage. 


Taunton Area 

	Service No
	Route
	Details

	1
	Parade – Priorswood
	Revised timetable with buses running on an increased frequency every 20 minutes (previously every 30 minutes).

	2
	Parade – Nerrols Farm
	Revised timetable with buses running hourly during the day. Route will no longer serve Blackdown Road/Bircham Road operating via Selworthy Road instead.

	3
	Parade – Bishops Hull
	Withdrawn due to low patronage. To be replaced by a revised service operated by Somerset County Council and initially funded by LTF.

	4
	Parade – Lane Estate
	Revised route and timetable, with all buses running a loop via Hamilton Road and then current route to Taunton town centre, operating hourly during the daytime.

	6
	Parade – Holway
	Revised route and timetable serving a clockwise loop to/from Holway. The route will no longer serve the southernmost part of Chestnut Drive

	7
	Parade - Galmington
	Improved frequency from hourly to every 30 minutes on Saturday afternoon.

	22
	Taunton – Wellington – Tiverton
	Revised route with buses serving the new Park & Bus facility at Rumwell/Comeytrowe. Buses will now run every 20 minutes on Saturdays. 

	25
	Taunton - Dulverton 
	Revised timetable with buses from Taunton at 0530 and 1705 and from Dulverton at 1920 removed due to low patronage. This service will now be operated by Double Deck Buses.  

	29
	Taunton – Wells
	The 0525 from Taunton and the 1905 from Wells withdrawn due to low patronage. The 29 will now run between Glastonbury (Windmill Hill) and Taunton only with a minor change in the route in Taunton to serve the new health centre at Holway. 

	30
	Taunton – Axminster
	0535 Taunton to Chard, 0640 Chard to Taunton and 1901 Chard to Perry Street withdrawn due to low patronage. Revised route to serve the new health centre at Holway.

	55
	Wrantage – Strode College
	Revised route and timetable serving Charlton Mackrell. 

	99
	Taunton - Chard
	Withdrawal of 0630 from Taunton to Chard and the 1810 from Chard to Taunton due to low patronage. 


Yeovil Area

	Service No
	Route
	Details

	51
	Abbey Manor Park – Cavalier Way 
	Route amended to service part of service 53 which is being withdrawn. Service to run every 30 minutes during the day.

	53
	Monks Dale – Lyde Road
	Service withdrawn- partially replaced by changes to services 53 and 68 

	54
	Yeovil – Taunton
	Service 54 will run hourly between Taunton and Somerton on most journeys with guaranteed connections at Somerton for onward travel to/from Yeovil

	68
	Yeovil – Barwick/Stoford

(from Saturday 4 June 2022).
	Commercial service withdrawn and replaced by tendered service (funded by LTF) with improved connections at Yeovil Junction Station and extended to Highfield Road and Pen Mill Station to improve rail links and partially replace service 53.  

	77
	Yeovil - Wells
	Improved service to run hourly with guaranteed connections at Somerton with service 54 to/from Taunton.
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