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Her Majesty The Queen: Somerset County Council update
Funeral arrangements

The state funeral of Her Majesty The Queen, Elizabeth II, will take place on Monday
19 September at Westminster Abbey at 11am.

It will be a day of National Mourning and a Bank Holiday. The service will be
televised.

Whilst critical Somerset County Council services such as social care will continue,
most buildings and services will be closed including County Hall reception, our
contact centre, and all county libraries. Planned weddings are able to go ahead. SCC
highway works except emergencies will be suspended. Schools and further education
settings will be closed.

All 16 of Somerset's recycling centres will also be closed, and there will be no waste
collections on Monday 19 September. Collections will take a place a day later
throughout the week.

Floral tributes

An area for floral tributes to HM Queen Elizabeth II has been set aside at Taunton
Minster, St Mary Magdalene Church.




We ask members of the public to please be mindful of the environment and remove
wrapping or choose biodegradable items.

In line with national protocol, the areas for floral tributes will remain open until the
end of the day on Tuesday, the day after the funeral. Following this all tributes will be
removed.

Books of Condolence
Books of Condolence have been opened at Council offices including the Somerset
County Council offices at County Hall, and Somerset West and Taunton Council

offices in Deane House, Taunton, and West Somerset House, Williton.

Books of Condolence have also been opened at all Somerset Libraries. You can view
your local library's opening hours online here: Our libraries (somerset.gov.uk)

Buckingham Palace also has an official Book of Condolence for people to leave
tributes online.

All Books of Condolence will be closed at the end of the day on Tuesday, the day
after the funeral. Physical books will then be archived at Somerset Heritage Centre.

National Moment of Reflection

A National Moment of Reflection is being held at 8pm on Sunday 18 September.
Across the UK, people who want to pay their respects to Her Majesty the Queen are
encouraged to mark the occasion in their homes, on their doorsteps and with
neighbours in their local communities by observing a one-minute silence.

Local Proclamation

The Local Proclamation for Somerset, the official local announcement of Her
Majesty's death and acknowledgement of the commencement of the King's new

reign, took place on Sunday 11 September in Taunton.

The Local Proclamation was read out by the High Sheriff of Somerset, Jennifer Duke,
in front of the Market House in Taunton town centre.

You can watch the ceremony here: The Local Proclamation for Somerset 2022

Bereavement Support



https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/our-libraries/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.royal.uk%2Fsend-message-condolence&data=05%7C01%7CSXSalter%40somerset.gov.uk%7C23361c511f3f498a52aa08da9570433d%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637986607019990150%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u84E%2BjjWBT7qXuvC7gpACANN8DeJnjhg4sdEIvOC%2Bso%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2u0PoVqP630

We are aware that the death of Her Majesty The Queen may bring up feelings of
personal loss, and we understand that TV and media coverage at the moment may
feel overwhelming, as news and pictures may act as reminders of your own present
or past grief and loss of loved ones, and may cause emotions to resurface.

There is a range of support available. You can find advice and information, including
on how to talk about the death of the Queen to children, here: Support with your
Mental Health — Healthy Somerset.
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