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	From:
	Lisa Westlake, Service Manager – Displaced People 


	Relevant SLT Director and sign-off date: 
	Professor Trudi Grant, Director of Public Health


	Date: 
	24/11/22


	To: 
	All County Councillors 


Interim Accommodation for Asylum Seekers
Background - Somerset County Council is ready to support those who have been internationally displaced including those seeking asylum. While we have limited responsibility and no funding provided, we are ready to support the Home Office and other partners in co-ordinating a response to those in need of our help.

Asylum Hotel, Sedgemoor

We were notified by the South-West Strategic Migration Partnership on the 16th November that a spot-booked (for short stay only) hotel was going live on Monday 21st November. We have met with the Home Office and their contractors, Clearsprings and Finefair, although they were unable to provide much advance information. Staff from the SCC Displaced People’s Service within Public Health and CHARIS, a local voluntary sector provider, visited the hotel on the 22nd November to meet with Finefair staff and acquire further information. 
It is a spot-booked hotel for asylum-seeking families. The Home Office have procured it for a minimum of 12 months. The maximum capacity of the hotel is 305 bed spaces.  Nationalities will likely include Iranian, Iraqi, Afghan, Sudanese, Congolese and Albanian families.  The hotel is supporting families in the main, occupying adjoining rooms with their children.  Some families have very recently arrived in the UK, others have already been here for some weeks. As this is a short stay hotel, families will move in and out on a regular basis.
We have co-ordinated with NHS providers, who will be going into the hotel to make an initial health assessment, offer vaccinations and carry out GP registration. Other support services will be coordinated through the multi-agency working group in the coming days and weeks. Finefair provide basic support, food and toiletries. The Home Office also contract Migrant help, a phone line that offers support with asylum registration and other issues. The hotel itself is in good condition having recently opened and Finefair have security staff on site 24 hours a day with experienced security officers.
Multi-agency Response
A Multi-agency Tactical Cell has been organised with key partners across the County; this includes NHS commissioners and providers, Police, Housing, Children’s and Adults Social Care, Education, Public Health, Communications, CHARIS and other voluntary sector providers. The aim is to brief colleagues and coordinate activity. We have identified that access to meaningful activity for adults and education for children (even though their stay may be short, asylum-seeking children are entitled to school places) are priority areas. We will also be looking at community cohesion issues and continuing to work with NHS colleagues on health risks.
Any questions should be directed to the Resettlement email address below.

	For more information please contact: 


	Name: Lisa Westlake
Email: resettlement@somerset.gov.uk
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